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that of the United States as a whole, should be well over 90 per cent
native-born within several decades; and an increasing proportion of this
number should be third- or fourth-generation Americans.

Moreover, the majority of the foreign-born have spent the greatest
proportion of their lives in the United States. Over one-third have been in
this country for over half a century, and another one-third for at least
25 years. The fact that 84 per cent of all foreign-born were over 45
years old and that most of these came to the United States as children
and have lived here for three decades or more lends further weight
to the evidence suggested by the over-all analysis of the changing gen-
eration status of the Jewish population—that it is an increasingly Amer-
ican-bred and -raised population.

The New York community represents a unique situation. Stemming
from the city's role as a port of entry, it still has a disproportionately
large foreign-born population, estimated at 37 per cent of its 1963-1964
adult population. This contrasts with about 20 to 25 per cent of all
adults in most other communities. Attesting to its attraction for new
immigrants, 11 per cent of all New York Jews between ages 20 and
34 were foreign-bom, compared to only 1 per cent in other places. As
a result, the changes in the generation composition of New York's
Jewish population will lag behind that of the balance of the United
States.51

Because of the importance of generational change for the structure of
the Jewish community, Dr. Goldscheider and I based our analysis of
Jewish Americans on a comparison of the demographic, social, eco-
nomic, and religious characteristics of three generations in the Jewish
community.52 That study emphasizes that the future of the American
Jewish community depends to a great degree on how its members (largely
third-generation) are reacting to the freedom to work toward integration
into the American social structure as an acculturated sub-society, or to-
ward complete assimilation and loss of Jewish identification. Whether they
are reversing or accelerating certain trends toward assimilation, initi-
ated by their second-generation parents or by the smaller number of
older third-generation Jews, provides the insights for the detection and
projection of the patterns of generation change.

The physical dispersal and deconcentration of the Jewish population
were rapid. They marked for many not only a physical break from the

5 1 A M E R I C A N J E W I S H Y E A R BOOK, Vol. 69 (1968) , p . 273.
5 2 Goldstein and Goldscheider, op. cit.
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foreign-born, but symbolized the more dramatic disassociation of Ameri-
can-born Jews from the ethnic ties and experiences that had served as
unifying forces in the earlier generation. The degree of identification
with Judaism of the third-generation Jews who participate in this
dispersal has become a key issue. At the same time, sharp rises have
taken place in secular education, as distance from the immigrant
generation increased. This provided the key to Jewish participation in
the professions and, more recently, in high executive positions.

Dispersal of the Jewish population and its greater exposure to public
education increased the interaction between Jews and non-Jews and,
as later analysis will document, has resulted in higher intermarriage
rates with increasing distance from the immigrant generation. These
generational changes in residential location, social class structure, and
marriage patterns have been accompanied also by redirections of the
religious system. Striking shifts were observed between first- and third-
generation groups in identification and membership from Orthodox to
Conservative and Reform, as well as declines in regular synagogue
attendance, observance of kashrut, Jewish organization affiliation, and
use of Yiddish as a spoken language. Yet, these trends were counter-
acted by a clear tendency toward increased Jewish education for the
young, as well as increases in selected religious observances. Over-all,
some aspects of religiosity appeared to be strengthened, others declined,
and some remained stable over the generations. Religious change among
three generations of Jews is a complex process involving the abandon-
ment of traditional forms and the development of new forms of identity
and expression more congruent with the broader American way of
life. Our generational analysis suggests that, evolving out of the process
of generational adjustment, the freedom to choose the degree of as-
similation was exercised in the direction of Jewish identification.

Age Composition
Among all demographic variables, age is regarded as the most basic

because so much of the socio-demographic structure of the population,
as well as the processes of birth, death, and migration, are affected by
age composition. The significant impact of age on the generation status
of the Jewish population has already been noted. At present, the only
source of information on the national age composition of Jews is the
1957 census survey. Changes have undoubtedly occurred since then;
Jewish community studies indicate that the differences observed by
the census have been accentuated.
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The 1957 census data clearly indicated that the Jewish population
was, on the average, older than the general white population of the
United States (Table 14). The median age of the Jewish group was
36.7 years, compared to 30.6 years for the total white population. The
sharpest differentials in distribution characterized the youngest age
group, under 14 years of age, and the 45-to-64 age category. The
youngest group constituted 23 per cent of the total Jewish population,
compared to 28 per cent of the total white population. By contrast,
only 21 per cent of the white population of the United States was be-
tween 45 and 64 years of age in 1957, this was true of 28 per cent of
the Jewish group. Both the Jewish and the total white populations had
quite similar proportions in the 65-and-over age category, 10 and 9 per
cent, respectively, of the total population. The significant differential
in the proportion of young persons reflects the lower fertility of the
Jewish group, which leads to fewer children in the population and, in
turn, results in an older population. The same phenomenon helps ac-
count for the lower proportions of Jews in each of the age groups
between 14 and 34.

T A B L E 14. PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF JEWISH POPULATION BY AGE,
SELECTED COMMUNITIES AND UNITED STATES

Community"

Washington, D.C.
Worcester, Mass.
Los Angeles, Cal.
Rochester, N.Y.
St. Joseph, Ind.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Providence, R.I.
Detroit, Mich.
Milwaukee, Wis.
Camden, N.J.
Springfield, Mass.
Boston, Mass.
Flint, Mich.
Columbus, O.

United States Jews
United States whites

Date
of

Study

1956
1957
1959
1961
1961
1963
1963
1963
1964
1964
1966
1966
1967
1969

1957"
1957"

Under
15

30
27
27
25
30
27
25
31
24
30
24
23
29
27

23
28

15-24

9
11
12
12
14
14
14
11
15
13
16
17
10
13

12
14

Age Distribution

25^4

38
26
25
24
24
25
24
25
23
23
21
25
30
23

28
28

45-64

18
26
28
26
24
26
27
25
28
28
27
24
23
28

28
21

65 and
over

5
10
8

13
8
8

10
8

10
6

12
11
8
9

10
9

» See Appendix for citation of individual community studies.
»For United States, lowest age categories are "under 14" and "14-24."
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In his review of "Some Aspects of Jewish Demography," Ben Selig-
man examined the age composition of 13 Jewish communities which
were surveyed between 1947 and 1950.53 He found the median age
in these communities to range between 28 and 40, compared to an
estimated median age of 31 for the total white population of the United
States in 1950. Comparison of more recent community surveys with
earlier ones suggests an increasing proportion of individuals in the
older age groups. The upsurge in the birth rate after World War II, in
which Jews participated, somewhat increased the proportion of Jews
in the younger age groups; but differentials persisted between the
Jewish and general population. In 1963, 10.5 per cent of the total
United States white population was under 5 years of age. But in the
Jewish communities of Camden, Detroit, and Providence the percentage
of children under 5 varied between 6.2 and 8.5 per cent, the highest
being in Camden, which in many respects is a suburban community and
therefore has a disproportional number of mothers of child-bearing age.
The type of community also affects the proportion of aged persons. In
1963, just under 10 per cent of the United States white population was
65 years and over. In Providence, the comparable proportion for the
Jewish community was 10.1 and in Detroit it was 8.0; but in Camden
it was only 5.7.

The age structure of the American Jewish community is clear: on
the whole, the Jewish population is older than the total United States
white population; and over time, both because of its lower fertility and
because it has in most places such a large proportion of individuals in
the 45-to-64 age group, the Jewish population can be expected to
become increasingly older. In American society the problems associated
with an aged population are many. During the next few decades such
problems may become even more serious for the Jewish community than
for the population as a whole. This can be illustrated by projections
made for the age composition of the Jewish population of Greater
Providence for 1978, fifteen years after the survey. It must be empha-
sized that these projections assume that fertility and mortality will
continue at the 1960 levels and that the total metropolitan area's pop-
ulation will not be affected by migration. The resulting projections
definitely point to an aging of the population: a rise from 10 to 17 per

53 Ben B. Seligman, "Some Aspects of Jewish Demography," in Marshall Sklare,
op. cit., p. 54.
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cent in the proportion of the persons 65 years of age and older. In
actual numbers, there will be a 70 per cent increase in the number of
aged. At the same time, the percentage under 15 years of age will
decline from 25 in 1963, to 19 in 1978. Reflecting both the low fer-
tility rates of 1960 and the fewer women of child-bearing age, the
absolute number of children under 15 will be 20 per cent lower in
1978 than in 1963, affecting the community's task in educating and pro-
viding leisure activities for youngsters. But changes will also occur in
the middle segment of the age hierarchy, as the reduced number of
persons resulting from the especially low Jewish birth rate during the
depression move into the 45 to 54 age range. The percentage of this
group is projected to decline from 16 of the total in 1963, to only 10
in 1978. In actual numbers, there will be a decline of almost one-third.
This may create some serious problems for the community, as the pool
of persons to whom it can turn for leadership and financial contributions
is greatly reduced. Given the possibility of these developments, Jewish
communities may want to reevaluate and reorganize their services,
deciding, in particular, which to retain for the Jewish community
because of their Jewish component, and which to relegate to the larger
community because of their secular character.

Over-all, therefore, the dynamic character of the Jewish age structure
requires continuous monitoring, not only for the demographic impact
it will have on births, deaths, migration, and socio-economic structure,
but also because of its broader social implications.54 While recognizing
the general trend toward an aging population, with its associated
problems of housing for the aged, financial crises resulting from retire-
ment, more persons in poor health, one must also be aware that changes
are taking place at other points in the age hierarchy and that the need
for schools, playgrounds, camps, and teenage programs also vary as
the age profile changes. Too often the Jewish community has been
guilty of planning its future without taking account of the basic con-
siderations of the probable size, distribution, and age composition of
the population.

Education
For a large majority of the Jews who immigrated to America in

the late 1800's and early 1900's, the major incentive was the supposed

54 See Gosta Carlsson and Katarina Carlsson, "Age Cohorts and the Generation
of Generations," American Sociological Review, No. 35, August, 1970, pp. 710-718.
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equal opportunities permitting significant social and economic mobility.
But lacking secular education, adequate facility in English, and technical
training, many found that rapid advancement proved an unrealistic
goal. For others, both educational and occupational achievement were
made difficult, if not impossible, by factors related to their foreign-born
status or, more specifically, to their identification as Jews. Frustrated
in their own efforts to achieve significant mobility, many Jews transferred
their aspirations to their children. The first-generation American Jews
recognized the special importance of education as a key to occupational
mobility and higher income, and made considerable effort to provide
their children with a good secular education. Reflecting the great value
placed by Jews on education, both as a way of life and as a means of
mobility, the Jews of America have compiled an extraordinary record
of achievement in this area.

Ben Seligman notes in his article on Jewish demography that very
few Jewish community studies covering the period before and around
1950 yielded usable information on the secular education of Jews.55

On the basis of the very limited data available he concluded that in the
period around 1950 the average education of Jews was higher than that of
the general population, at about a 12-year average, compared to a 9.7-
year average for the general United States white population. He also
found that the few studies showing the data by sex revealed "nothing that
might be interpreted as a notable difference as between males and
females."56 In recognition of the important effect of education on the
social position of the Jew in the larger community, as well as its
possible influence on the degree and nature of Jewish identification,
most recent surveys have collected information on education. All these
clearly document the high educational achievement of the American
Jewish population (Table 15).

On the national level, the 1957 census survey data57 permit the best
comparisons between the educational achievement of the Jewish and
the general population. The results of that survey show that for the
population 25 years old and over in the United States the median

55 Ben Seligman, "Some Aspects of Jewish D e m o g r a p h y , " op. cit., pp . 8 3 - 8 6 .
56 Ibid., p . 83 .
5 7 This and the following two sections of this pape r—Occupa t ion and I n c o m e

are based largely on data from unpubl ished statistics of the 1957 census survey
sample and on Goldstein, "Socioeconomic Differentials A m o n g Religious G r o u p s
in the Uni ted States," op. cit.
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T A B L E 15. EDUCATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF ADULT JEWISH POPULATION,
SELECTED COMMUNITIES*

Community

Trenton, NJ .
Canton, O.
Des Moines, la.
Washington, D.C.
New Orleans, La.
Los Angeles, Cal.
South Bend, Ind.
Rochester, N.Y.
Providence, R.I.
Detroit, Mich.
Camden, NJ .
Milwaukee, Wis.
Springfield, Mass.

Year

1949
1955
1956
1956
1958
1959
1961
1961
1963
1963
1964
1964
1966

8 Grades
and Less

22
21
18
10
10
9

17
21
15
9

11
11
11

Educational Distribution*

1-3
High

School

1
10
7
8
8

15
8

12
8

— 37'
9

11
7

(Per Cent)

4
High

School

32
33
32
27
18
— 49"
33
30
34

•

34
28
33

1-3
College

9
18
19
16
20
—
18
30
16
_ 54°
18
23
19

4 or
More

College

18
8

19
36
28
23
22
23
25
—
28
27
27

0 See Appendix for citation of individual community studies.
b Table omits the "Unknowns."
c Figures refer to sum of 2 columns.

number of school years completed by Jews was 12.3, compared to
10.6 for the general population. But even this large difference does
not fully convey the sharp differentials distinguishing educational patterns
of Jews from those of the general population (Table 16)

As of 1957, 17 per cent of the adult Jews were college graduates, com-
pared to only 7 per cent of the general population. If those who at-
tended college without graduating are included, the percentage of Jews
was 30, or exactly twice the 15 per cent of the general population. At
the other extreme of the educational hierarchy, 29 per cent of all
adult Jews had received only an elementary school education; this was
considerably below the 40 per cent of the total population so classified.
Since these data refer to the total population, they are considerably af-
fected by differential age composition which, in turn, is correlated with
immigrant status. Later examination of community survey data will con-
trol for age.

Judging by median years of school completed, Seligman's conclusion
that the educational level of men and women did not differ is confirmed.
The median education of Jewish men was 12.5, that of Jewish women
12.3; for both sexes these were above the averages for the total pop-
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TABLE 16. PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS
25 YEARS OLD AND OVER, JEWISH AND TOTAL POPULATION, BY SEX,
UNITED STATES, 1957'

Years of School
Completed

Elementary: 0-7
8

High school: 1-3
4

College: 1-3
4 or more

Not reported
Total
Median school

years completed

Total
Population Jewish

Males

23.2
18.5
17.3
22.1

7.3
9.4
2.2

100.0

10.3

14.7
13.1
9.7

21.5
12.6
25.6
2.8

100.0

12.5

Total
Population Jewish

Females

20.3
17.4
18.1
29.5
7.4
5.7
1.6

100.0

10.9

16.6
13.1
10.2
35.8
12.8
9.7
1.8

100.0

12.3

Total
Population Jewish

Total

21.7
17.9
17.7
26.0
7.3
7.5
1.9

100.0

10.6

15.6
13.1
10.0
29.0
12.7
17.3
2.3

100.0

12.3

• U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Tabulations of Data on the Social and
Economic Characteristics of Major Religious Groups, March, 1957."
(Unpublished.)

ulation. However, for Jews in particular, these medians mask some im-
portant sex differences in educational achievement. Whereas 22.5 per cent
of Jewish women had had some college education, this was true of 38.2
per cent of all adult Jewish men. Moreover, one out of every four Jewish
males had completed four or more years of college, whereas only one
out of every ten Jewish females had done so. Clearly, these data not only
show that, as of 1957, more Jewish men than women had gone to col-
lege, but that more of the former had completed their college education.
For the total population, this sex differential was much less marked.
Moreover, for both sexes combined, approximately twice as large a
proportion of Jewish adults had had a college education than was true
of the population as a whole.

Unfortunately, the census data on education by religion are not
cross-tabulated by age, and therefore do not permit determination of
the extent to which the differences between Jews and the general pop-
ulation were narrowing among the younger age groups. Since 1957,
there has been a considerable increase in education among the younger
segments of the American population. For example, the March 1967
Current Population Survey shows a continuous rise in the median school
years completed, from 8.5 among males aged 65 and over to 12.6 among
men aged 25 to 29; and from 8.7 to 12.5 for females. Jewish com-
munity surveys indicate similar increases in education among the younger
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segments of the Jewish population. The data from Providence illustrates
this.

The 1963 educational differentials between the Jewish and the total
population of Providence were even greater than those characterizing
the United States as a whole in 1957 (Table 17).

The median education of Jews was 11.8 years, compared to 9.1 for
the total population. But, again, this large difference masks an even
more striking differential in the extent of college education. By 1963,
25 per cent of all adult Jews in Providence had graduated from college
and an additional 16 per cent had had some college education. The
corresponding percentages for the total population were 6.5 and 6.6,
respectively. In fact, the percentage of Jews who had continued on to
graduate school, 13.4, was greater than the percentage of adults in the
total population who had had any college education. But of particular
interest here are the age differentials within the population, clearly
documenting that a significant change has taken place in the education

TABLE 17.

Education

EDUCATION COMPLETED BY
GREATER PROVIDENCE, 1 9 6 3 .

25-44

AGE AND SEX,

45-64

JEWISH POPULATION OF

Age

65 and over Total

None

Elementary
1-4
5-7

8

High school
9-11
12

College
1-3
4
5 or more

Unknown

Total per cent
Median years

Median years, males
Median years, females

0.2 2.1 23.7 4.8

0.0
0.4
0.3

2.8
34.4

22.9
18.4
20.3

0.4

100.0
14.5

15.9
13.6

0.8
2.5
6.9

11.1
40.0

14.8
9.5

10.8

1.7

100.0
12.6

12.7
12.5

5.7
9.1

15.7

10.2
16.5

3.7
3.0
3.9

8.5

100.0
8.2

8.3
8.1

1.2
2.7
5.7

7.8
34.2

16.2
11.9
13.4

2.2

100.0
12.8

13.0
12.7
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level of the Jewish population. For males, the median level increased
from only 7.6 years for those 70 years old and over, to over 15 years
for those under 40 years of age. The same general pattern characterized
the females. In each age group, the median level of education for males
was higher than for females; but the differential was greatest for those
in the two youngest age groups, reflecting the considerably higher
proportion of men than women who took postgraduate work.

The high proportion of persons aged 25 to 29 who had completed
their college education and the fact that an estimated 80 per cent of
those in the college age group were enrolled in college emphasize
that a college education is becoming virtually universal for the younger
segments of the Jewish population. Within the Jewish population it-
self, the important educational differential will thus be between those who
had only some college education and those who went on to postgraduate
work. At least one caveat should be added to the conclusion concerning
virtually universal college education for Jews in the future: If the cur-
rent emphasis on recruitment of minority-group members and under-
privileged students persists, especially to the point of meeting certain
enrollment quotas, the higher rates of enrollment by members of other
segments of the population may necessarily be reduced. Jews, in
particular, might be affected by such a development because of their
very high enrollment rates.

As part of a larger survey of inequality in educational opportunity
in the United States, the Bureau of Census Current Population Survey
of October 1965 gathered information about school-age children.58 A
1970 report, limited to white boys and girls aged 14 to 19 who were
enrolled in elementary or secondary public or private schools, re-
viewed the college plans of the sample respondents. Since religion was
one of the three key variables for which information was collected (the
other two were race and national origin), this analysis provides an op-
portunity to compare the college intentions of Jewish teenagers and teen-
agers in general.

The religious composition of the student body was based on the
principal's estimate of the percentage of Protestants, Catholics, and
Jews in his school. Of the estimated 330,000 Jewish students enrolled
in public and private elementary and secondary schools, 74,000, or 22.4

58 A. Lewis Rhodes and Charles B. Nam, "The Religious Context of Educational
Expectations," American Sociological Review, April 1970, pp. 253-267.
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per cent, were enrolled in schools with half or more of their students
Jewish; 118,000, or 35.8 per cent, were in schools where less than half
of the students were Jewish; an additional 41.8 per cent were in schools
for which no religion composition could be obtained.

The study found that 86 per cent of the 330,000 Jewish students
planned to attend college, compared with only 53 per cent of the
general student body. Interestingly, the percentages differed strikingly
between those teenagers who were receiving their education in schools
with heavy Jewish populations and those in schools with less than 50
per cent Jewish students. Among the former, 94 per cent planned to
attend college; among the latter, only 80 per cent did.

Other variables obviously affect plans for college. The study attempts
to control for the effects of intelligence, mother's education, occupation
of household head, and family income. Adjusting for all these factors
reduced the differences among the various religions in the percentage of
students with college plans. Yet, part of the religious differences per-
sisted; and even after controlling for all these variables, 70 per cent
of all the Jewish students, compared to the general average of 53 per
cent, had college plans. Even within the high-IQ sub-group, comparisons
between Jews and other segments of the population showed that Jews
continued to have the highest proportion planning for college education.

The authors conclude:

The high rate of college plans (86 per cent) for pupils with Jewish mothers is
particularly noteworthy, especially when the effect of religious context is added to
the analysis. If the majority of the student body is Jewish the college plans rate
for Jewish students is fourteen percentage points higher than the rate for Jewish
students in schools where Jews are in the minority. The rate is fifteen percentage
points higher even when the intelligence, mother's aspiration, occupation, and
income are included in the analysis. The same results are observed for high-IQ
Jews. These results suggest that it would be worthwhile to test the hypothesis
that exposure of a Jewish student to the norms and values of a Jewish sub-
community is important in formation of educational expectations.59

These data have a number of implications for the types of demographic
developments considered in this paper: First, they clearly confirm the
projection that college education will be virtually universal among
Jewish students, if they can realize their aspirations. Second, because
plans for attending college are still quite low for a number of other
religious groups, ranging in the 40 to 50 per cent level, it will be some
time before college attendance becomes universal among the non-Jewish

59 Ibid., pp. 263-264.
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population. As a result, some of the differences noted with respect to edu-
cation can be expected to persist for a number of decades, and indirectly
continue to affect occupation and income differentials. Also important is
the finding that the proportion planning to go to college differed signifi-
cantly (14 percentage points) between those receiving their elementary
and secondary education in a largely "Jewish environment" and those
doing so in more heterogeneous schools. If the Jewish population becomes
more generally dispersed and tendencies toward migration increase, a
much higher proportion of Jewish youth may be attending schools that
are less densely Jewish. If either residence or school environment is so
important for motivating individuals toward higher education, increased
population redistribution may lower somewhat the proportion of Jewish
youth planning to go to college. This must, however, remain speculative,
pending more research on the role of the Jewish sub-community, as
compared to the role of the family, in forming education expectations.

In the meantime, high level of educational achievement significantly
affects several areas of Jewish life in the United States. To the extent
that education is highly correlated with occupation, an increasing pro-
portion of college graduates in the Jewish population will affect its
occupational composition. More Jews will be engaged in intellectual
pursuits and in occupations requiring a high degree of technical skill.
Concomitantly, there also will probably be a reduction in the number
of self-employed, both because small, private business will not provide
an adequate intellectual challenge and because patterns of discrimination,
which thus far have excluded Jews from large corporations, are likely
to continue to weaken. However, the impact will go beyond occupation.

In order to obtain a college education, particularly at the post-
graduate level, a large proportion of young Jews must leave home to
attend colleges in distant places. As a result, their ties to both family and
community will weaken. A high proportion of these college-educated
youths probably never return permanently to the communities in which
their families live and in which they were raised. Thus education serves
as an important catalyst for geographic mobility and eventually leads
many individuals to take up residence in communities with small Jewish
populations, to live in highly integrated neighborhoods, and to work
and socialize in largely non-Jewish circles. The extent to which such a
development occurs needs to be closely followed during the decade of
the 1970's.

Finally, Jews with higher education may have significantly higher
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rates of intermarriage and greater alienation from the Jewish community.
This involves not only the possible impact of physical separation from
home and the weakening of parental control on dating and courtship
patterns, but also the general "liberalization" a college education may
have on the religious values and Jewish identity of the individual. It
would be ironic if the very strong positive value that Jews traditionally
have placed on education and that now manifests itself in the very
high proportion of Jewish youths attending college may eventually be
an important factor in the general weakening of the individual's ties
to the Jewish community.

Occupation

In an analysis of the social characteristics of American Jews prepared
in 1954 for the tercentenary celebration of Jewish settlement in the
United States, Nathan Glazer observed that, outside New York City,
the homogeneous character of the occupational structure of Jewish com-
munities was beyond dispute.60 Basing his conclusions on a number of
local Jewish community surveys conducted between 1948 and 1953, he
noted that the proportion of Jews in the nonmanual occupations ranged
from 75 to 96 per cent, compared to 38 per cent for the American
population as a whole. According to Glazer, these studies also suggest
that even in New York City, where one would expect to find a substantial
proportion of Jewish workers, as many as two-thirds of the gainfully
employed Jews were engaged in nonmanual work.

Comparing his findings for the 1948-1953 period with the results
of ten surveys conducted during 1935-1945, Glazer found that the
proportion of professionals had risen, on the average, from about 11
per cent of the Jewish gainfully employed in the earlier period to about
15 per cent in the later period, and that this change was accompanied by
a decline in the number of Jews engaged in the lower levels of white-
collar work. Interestingly, this rise in the number of Jews in the profes-
sions evidently occurred without any significant change in the proportion
of independent Jewish businessmen. Glazer explains:

The American Jew tries to avoid getting into a situation where discrimination
may seriously affect him. In a great bureaucracy, he is dependent on the im-

60 Nathan Glazer, "The American Jew and the Attainment of Middle-Class
Rank: Some Trends and Explanations," in Marshall Sklare, op. cit., p. 138.
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pression he makes on his superiors and, increasingly in recent years, dependent
on the degree to which he approximates a certain "type" considered desirable
in business. The Jew prefers a situation where his own merit receives objective
confirmation, and he is not dependent on the goodwill or personal reaction of
a person who may happen not to like Jews.61

Whether this point of view is still justified in 1970 will be considered
later.

Another of Glazer's relevant observations is that the extreme rapidity
of the rise in social and economic positions is especially characteristic
of Jewish experience in America. Citing a 1947 study of American col-
lege graduates, he notes that more Jews than non-Jews became profes-
sionals, proprietors, managers, or officials, and fewer Jews than non-Jews
became lower white-collar or manual workers. Yet, this study found that
fewer of the parents of these Jews than of the non-Jews had been profes-
sionals, proprietors, managers, or officials. In a single generation Jews
had increased their proportion of professionals by close to 400 per cent,
non-Jews by only about 25 per cent. Between 1910 and 1950 the pro-
portion of the population engaged in nonmanual work rose from 20 to 38
per cent. This development offered Jews great opportunities and, given
their strong motivation for social mobility, they proceeded to take full
advantage of them. Thus, at a time when the total American population
became more markedly middle-class in its occupational structure, Jews
became even more so.

Glazer further notes a general tendency for the ethnic concentration
in a single occupation to suffer dilution as the native-born generation
becomes better educated and more familiar with occupational opportun-
ities. But, he points out, for the Jews, "this dilution upward becomes a
concentration, for the Jews begin to reach the upper limit of occupation
mobility relatively early." For Jews to reflect the general occupational
structure of the United States would, in fact, require downward mobility
for many. He concludes that since this is not going to happen, "we may
expect the Jewish community to become more homogeneous in the future,
as the number of first generation workers and the culture they established,
declines."62 On the basis of evidence that became available since
Glazer's analysis (Table 18), such a conclusion is warranted, provided
the reference is to broad occupational classes, such as professionals and

6 1 Ibid., p . 140.
62 Ibid., p . 146.
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TABLE 18. OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION, MALE JEWISH POPULATION,
SELECTED COMMUNITIES

(Per cent)

Community'

Canton, O.
Des Moines, la.
Washington, D.C.
San Francisco, Cal.
New Orleans, La.
Los Angeles, Cal.
South Bend, Ind.
Rochester, N.Y.
Trenton, N.J.
Providence, R.I.
Detroit, Mich.
Milwaukee, Wis.
Camden, N.J.
Springfield, Mass.
Boston, Mass.
Flint, Mich.
Columbus, O.

Year of
Study

1955
1956
1956
1958
1958
1959
1961
1961
1961
1963
1963
1964
1964
1966
1966
1967
1969

Professionals

14
14
38
28
25
25
18
27
27
21
23
22
34
25
32
36
36

Occupational

Proprietors

55
53
24
27
49
31
57
30
54
41
54
35
31
39
27
50
43

Distribution

Clerical
and
Sales

14
24
21
34
18
24
15
24
13
25
13
26
22
27
31
7

15

Manual
Worker!

12
5

10
11
8

20
11
20

5
12
10
15
13
9

10
7
6

* See Appendix for citation of individual community studies.

managers. At the same time, however, this kind of concentration of
Jews may be followed, although not to exactly the same degree, by
a similar concentration of the general population. In this sense, the
marked differentials noted by Glazer and also in later studies can only
diminish as upward mobility becomes increasingly characteristic of the
general population as well. Here, again, the experience of the Jews may
be in the forefront of developments on the larger American scene.

The 1957 census sample survey provides data on the national labor
force participation and occupational composition of the Jewish popula-
tion and permits us to compare their patterns with those of the
general population (Table 19). In 1957, for the United States as a
whole, 81.1 per cent of all males 14 years old and over, and 35.1 per
cent of all females were in the labor force. The proportion was quite
similar for Jewish males, 81.5 per cent, but somewhat lower for
Jewish females, 30.7 per cent. These over-all differences mask some
significant variations within specific age groups. Reflecting the higher
educational achievement of Jews, which results in many remaining
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TABLE 19. LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
JEWISH AND TOTAL POPULATION, BY AGE AND SEX, TOTAL AND URBAN
UNITED STATES, 1957a

Age and Sex

Both sexes

Male
14-17
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-64
65 and over

Female
14-17
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-64
65 and over

Total United

Total
Population

57.0

81.1
30.5
79.1
97.0
97.8
92.7
37.4

35.1
17.7
45.5
34.8
42.6
41.1
11.5

States

Jewish

55.1

81.5
b

53.9
97.0
99.1
96.1
46.9

30.7
b

57.2
25.5
33.5
38.2

8.5

Urban

Total
Population

58.5

81.5
28.4
78.1
96.8
98.1
93.4
35.0

38.3
19.2
50.7
38.7
45.7
44.1
12.8

United States

Jewish

55.1

81.5
b

51.7
96.8
99.1
96.0
48.0

30.8
b

57.2
25.9
34.2
37.9

8.6

• U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Tabulations of Data on the Social and Economic Characteristics
of Major Religious Groups, March, 1957." (Unpublished.)

» Base is less than 150,000.

in school for a longer time instead of entering the labor force, the
levels of labor force participation by Jews between the ages of 18 to
24 were considerably below that of the general population, only 53.9
per cent in contrast to 79 per cent. Between ages 25 and 44, labor
force participation by men in the Jewish and general population was
virtually universal, but beyond that age, the proportion of Jewish males
in the labor force was higher than that of the general population. This
was especially true of the Jewish men 65 years old and older, of
whom 47 per cent were still working, compared to only 37 per cent of
aged males in the total population. To the extent that retirement is
more voluntary for professionals and the self-employed generally, the
proportionately larger number of Jews in these categories contributes
to their higher than average labor force participation rates in the
older age groups.

For females, too, the age specific labor force participation patterns
of Jews differ from those of the total adult groups. In the 18-to-
24-year age group, Jewish women had the highest labor force participa-
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tion rate: 57 per cent, compared to 45 per cent of the general popula-
tion. The high rates for the Jewish group may reflect their relatively
high educational achievement accompanied by a somewhat later age
of marriage. Greater and more successful use of family limitation
may also contribute to this pattern. Since this difference persists in
the urban population, it does not stem from the higher concentration
of Jews in urban places. Further insights can be gained from examina-
tion of participation rates of married women with varying numbers of
children in the household (Table 20). The over-all levels of participa-
tion vary only minimally, but significant age differentials do exist. In
each age group between 25 and 65, participation rates of Jewish women
were below those of the general population, especially of women be-
tween ages 25 and 45. The presence of very young children in Jewish
families significantly reduced Jewish labor force participation below
that of the total population. For example, 30 per cent of the Jewish
women having no children under 18 years of age worked, compared to
36 per cent of that category in the general population. Among those

T A B L E 20. LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES FOR JEWISH AND
ALL MARRIED WOMEN LIVING IN SAME HOUSEHOLD
AS HUSBAND, BY AGE, AND PRESENCE OF CHILDREN,
UNITED STATES, 1957 '

Age and
presence of

children

Total married women,
husband present

Age

Under 25
25-34
35-44
45-64
65 and over

Presence of children

No own children under 18
With children 6-17,

none under 6
With children under 6

Total

29.6

29.1
27.2
35.7
32.3
6.4

35.6

36.7
17.0

Jewish

27.8

b

18.7
24.5
30.6

b

30.0

28.6
11.8

• U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1957 sample survey unpublished data.
»Base is less than 150,000.
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with children under six years of age, only 12 per cent of the Jewish
women worked, compared to 17 per cent of women in the general
population. The lower participation levels of Jewish women at all ages
between 25 and 65 suggests that higher socio-economic status, together
with the presence of small children, plays a key role in influencing
participation levels.

Sharp differentials characterized the occupational composition of
the Jewish group, compared to the general population (Table 21).
Three-fourths of all Jewish employed males worked in white-collar
positions, compared to only 35 per cent of the total white male popula-
tion of the United States. These large differences were to a very great
extent attributable to the much greater concentration of Jewish men
in professional and managerial positions. Of the total Jewish male
labor force, one in five was a professional, compared to only one in
ten in the general population; and one out of every three Jews was
employed as manager or proprietor, compared to only 13 per cent of
the total male population. The proportion in clerical work was similar
for Jews and the total labor force, but in sales work it was almost
three times as high for Jews as for total males. Conversely, the propor-
tion of Jews in manual work was very small: only 22 per cent,
compared to 57 per cent of the total male labor force.

Compared with males, women in the labor force were much more
concentrated in white-collar positions, but the differentials between
Jewish women and all women were less marked than those for the
men. Just over four out of every five Jewish women were in white-
collar jobs, compared to just over half of the total female labor force.
A similar pattern emerged from examination of the specific occupa-
tional categories. Among professionals, for example, the proportion
of Jewish women was 15.5 per cent, compared to 12.2 per cent for
the total female labor force. Like men, Jewish women were consider-
ably underrepresented in manual labor categories: only 17 per cent,
compared to 44 per cent of the total female labor force.

Special tabulations of survey data from the National Opinion Re-
search Center show quite similar patterns of differentiation between
Jews and the total population.63 So, too, do data from the Survey
Research Center of the University of Michigan.64

6 3 Donald J. Bogue, op. cit., pp . 702-705 .
6 4 Bernard Lazerwitz, "A Comparison of Major United States Religious Groups , "

op. cit., pp. 574-575 .
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The different occupational composition of Jews compared to the
general population has often been attributed to their higher concen-
tration in urban places and to their higher educational achievement.
The census tabulations enable analysis of the occupational data for
the urban population, while controlling for years of school completed
by religion. By restricting the data to a more homogeneous social and
economic environment and by holding constant the wide differences in
educational achievement, it becomes possible to ascertain more clearly
to what extent occupational differences are directly related to religious
affiliation and to what degree they may simply be a reflection of
differential opportunities available to Jews because of their places of
residence and levels of education.

With residence and education controlled, 70 per cent of the Jewish
males were white-collar workers, compared to 41 per cent of the
general male population. Thus, the concentration of Jews in white-
collar positions remained far above that of the total population; but
the difference was no longer in the ratio of two to one, as indicated
by the unstandardized data. Moreover, for selected occupational cate-
gories there also was a dramatic change. For example, with residence
and education controlled, only 10 per cent of the Jewish males were
professionals, compared to 12 per cent of the total male population.
What originally was a two-to-one differential completely disappeared
and was even reversed. On the other hand, differentials in the managerial
and the sales categories remained about the same. Similar conclusions
held for occupational differentials for females after the data were
restricted to urban residence and standardized by education. Over-all,
therefore, controlling for both education and residence suggests that
both these factors explain some, but not all, variations in occupational
differentials between Jews and the total population.

In a further attempt to assess the relation between education and
occupation, special tabulations of the occupational distribution of
employed college graduates in urban areas were examined. Such control
again eliminated a considerable part of the differential in occupational
distribution between Jews and the total population (Table 22). Of
Jewish college graduates, 97 per cent were in white-collar occupations.
For the total population, this was true of 93 per cent. Similarly, 58
per cent of all Jewish college graduates were professionals, compared
to 63 per cent of those in the total population. The only important
difference characterizing the college-educated group was the signifi-
cantly higher proportion of Jewish graduates who earned their living



7 6 / A M E R I C A N J E W I S H Y E A R B O O K , 1 9 7 1

TABLE 22. PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYED
COLLEGE GRADUATES IN URBAN AREAS BY
MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP, JEWISH AND
TOTAL UNITED STATES POPULATION, 1 9 5 7 "

Major
Occupation

Group

Professional
Managers & proprietors
Clerical workers
Sales workers
Skilled laborers
Semi-skilled laborers
Other occupations

Total per cent

Total

63.2
15.7
8.2
5.8
3.2
1.5
2.4

100.0

Jewish

58.2
22.1

8.9
7.8
0.9
1.3
0.9

100.0
a U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1957 sample survey unpublished

data.

as managers, proprietors, and officials: 22 per cent, compared to 16
per cent of the total population. But this differential, too, was con-
siderably below that characterizing the population as a whole when
education was not controlled.

The 1957 census data obviously are outdated by now. For evidence
of the occupational composition of the Jewish population in the
1960's, one must turn to the various community surveys taken during
that period. In 1960, 45 per cent of the American white urban male pop-
ulation was engaged in white-collar work, but in such communities as
Providence, Camden, Springfield, Rochester, and Trenton the per-
centage for Jews ranged from a low of 80 to a high of 92 per cent.
While the percentages in specific occupational categories varied among
communities, depending on the character of the community and the
nature of occupational opportunities, the proportion of professionals
among Jews was from two to three times greater than among the
general population, and the differentials in the proportion of managers
and proprietors were even larger.

Some indication of the changes that may be taking place in the
occupational composition of Jews can be gained from statistics on
occupation by age for Providence (Table 23). These point in the
direction of a reduced percentage of Jews in the managerial and
proprietor group, and an increasing proportion in the professions
and in sales work. For example, among males the proportion of profes-
sionals increased from 17 per cent of those 65 and over, to 25 per
cent of those 25 to 44; and conversely, the proportion employed as
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TABLE 23. OCCUPATIONAL STATUS BY AGE AND SEX, JEWISH POPULATION OF
GREATER PROVIDENCE, 1963

(Per Cent)

Age

Occupation

Professionals Managers
Clerical
Workers

Sales
Workers

Manual
Laborers

Males

15-24
25-44
45-64
65 and over

12.3
24.6
19.0
17.2

24.6
37.9
43.6
50.5

13.9
4.8
3.5
4.0

24.6
24.3
19.5
11.1

21.5
9.2

13.4
17.2

Total 20.7 41.0 4.5 20.9 12.1

Females

15-24
25-44
45-64
65 and over

22.0
32.3
8.9
1.3

4.0
10.3
15.3
31.6

64.0
34.8
42.8
21.5

2.0
16.1
22.9
26.1

Total 17.9 12.9 41.6 18.4

6.0
5.8
7.6

16.4

7.2

managers declined from over half of the oldest group to just about one-
third of the 25-44 year group. At the same time, the proportion of
sales personnel increased from 11 per cent of the oldest to almost one-
fourth of the 25-44 year group. The concentration of older males in
managerial positions must be interpreted within the context of the
high percentage of self-employed who tend to remain in the labor force,
while those in the white-collar and manual-labor group must retire.
Yet, as many as 17 per cent of the aged segment of the employed popula-
tion still held manual jobs, compared to only 13 per cent of those
in the 45-to-64-year group and 8 per cent of those aged 25 to 44.
In general, the same pattern by age characterized the employed females,
although the differentials were not always as sharp.

Survey data on the occupation of head of Jewish families for
Detroit covering 1935, 1956, and 1963 provide a unique opportunity
to compare changes over 28 years in the occupational composition of
the Jewish population. The evidence clearly points to a pattern of oc-
cupational concentration. In 1935, 70 per cent of the heads of Jewish
families were employed as white-collar workers. By 1963 their per-
centage had risen to 90. The most striking changes characterized
the professionals, who increased from 7 per cent in 1935 to 23 per
cent in 1963, and the manager-owners, who grew from 31 to 54
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per cent of the total in that period. At the same time, the proportion
of lower white-collar workers, that is, sales and clerical workers, declined
from 32 to only 13 per cent. Using the 1940 and 1960 censuses as bases
for comparing changes in the general population, the data also show
some upward concentration. In 1940, 31 per cent of the population was
in white-collar occupations; by 1960 this had risen to 38 per cent.
The proportion of professionals also grew considerably, from 5 to 12
per cent, and that of managers-owners increased slightly, from 9 to
10 per cent, compensated by a small decline in the proportion of lower
white-collar workers, from 17 to 16 per cent. Again, the patterns for
the Jews and the total population were parallel, but the occupational
movement of Jews has been much more accentuated. The conclusion
seems warranted that, in time, increasing occupational concentration
will also take place in the population as a whole, and differentials
between Jews and the total population will decline. But in the short
run, the discrepancies may be greater as Jews move up more quickly.

The Detroit data by age for 1963 also confirm occupational shifting
within the white-collar segment of the occupational hierarchy. For
example, only 19 per cent of the 45-to-64-year age group were profes-
sionals, compared to 42 per cent of the 20-to-34-year age group. As
in Providence, a lower proportion of younger men were managers-
owners: 40, compared to 56 per cent. Particularly noteworthy is the
decline in the proportion of independent businessmen within the
managerial-proprietor group, from 42 per cent among those aged 45 to
64, to only 30 per cent of the younger group. Even if a considerable
portion of those currently engaged as managers or sales and clerical
workers should become owners at a later stage of the life cycle, the
total percentage is not likely to exceed the proportion in the 45-to-64-
year group classified as owners in 1963. Again, the data analyzed here
suggest that, in the years ahead, business ownership is likely to decline
among the Jewish population.

What do these varied data suggest for future trends in Jewish
occupational composition? Although restricted because of their cross-
sectional character, they point to a continuing increase in the proportion
of Jews engaged in professional work, and to either stability or
actual decline for the managerial and proprietor group. Possibly, a
number of younger persons currently classified as sales workers will
at later stages of their life cycle move into managerial and proprietor
positions, but evidence for Providence indicates that half or more
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of these younger individuals were working for others, outside of
family businesses. With the gradual disappearance of small businesses,
an increasing proportion of these Jewish men may turn to executive
positions in business corporations instead of operating their own firms,
as did many of their parents and grandparents.

It seems reasonable to assume that, with the general rise in educa-
tional level, educational differentials among members of the various
religious groups will lessen; and as discriminatory restrictions on
occupational choice weaken, occupational differentials will also decline.
The very high proportion of Jews in white-collar occupations leading
to the "concentration" which Glazer predicted will persist; but within
this concentration, there may in fact be more diversity in the future
than there was in the past. At the same time, the total population will
also concentrate more in higher occupational categories, with a decline
in occupational differentials as the net result.

In commenting on educational and occupational changes within
the Jewish population, Albert Mayer, the author of the 1968 Columbus,
O., study, made a most important observation. He stressed that the
organized Jewish community must come to recognize that its con-
stituency is now almost entirely high white-collar as well as college-
educated. Unless the community takes full recognition of this crucial
fact in all its activities, it will find much difficulty in gaining the loyalty,
interest, and support of its membership. The reaction of the organized
community to its membership may very well still be in terms of
earlier 20th-century stereotypes, i.e., a largely foreign-born, immigrant
group in need of welfare and social services. This is a false image in
view of generation changes, education, and occupational mobility;
and any approach ignoring these changes runs the risk of serious failure.
Such an attitude on the part of the community may be compounded
by changes in identification patterns within the population itself.
More Jews in scientific and executive positions may well lead to
increased channelling of self-identification through the professional or
intellectual sub-societies rather than through the Jewish community.
Increased geographic mobility would reinforce such a development and
pose still further challenges for the organized Jewish community.

Income
The demographer probably encounters greater difficulty in col-

lecting information on income than on any other standard variable that
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interests him. Not until 1940 was the first income question included
in the federal census. Social surveys focusing on fertility in the United
States today often find it harder to obtain accurate information on
income than on such intimate matters as birth control practice and
sexual activity. Not surprisingly, therefore, few among the large number
of Jewish community surveys collected such information; and if
they did, the data are often either of questionable quality or limited
because there are no comparable figures for the general population.
Yet, in a consideration of the position of Jews in American society,
it is important to look at Jewish income levels, to ascertain whether
they differ from those of the general population and, if so, why. For
such purposes three sets of national data are available: the findings
of the 1957 census surveys; the Lazerwitz study based on survey
research statistics from the University of Michigan;65 and Bogue's
analysis of the National Opinion Research Survey data.66

The Lazerwitz material clearly documents that the income level of
Jews is above that of the general population. Measured in terms of
total 1956 family income, 42 per cent of Jewish families had incomes
of $7,500 and over, compared to only 19 per cent of the general
population. At the other extreme of the income hierarchy, only 8
per cent of the Jewish families had incomes under $3,000, compared
to one-fourth of all families in the United States. Yet, if comparison
is with other specific religious groups, the high position of the
Jews is surpassed by the Episcopalians, among whom 46 per cent of
families had incomes of $7,500 and over and only 6 per cent below
$3,000. The higher income of the Episcopalians who, like the Jews,
are highly urbanized is also consistent with their high educational and
occupational achievements.

Using National Opinion Research Survey materials compiled in
1953 and 1955, Donald Bogue also investigated the relation between
religious preference and family income. His data, like those of Lazer-
witz, point to higher income levels for the Jewish population. The
median income for heads of Jewish households was $5,954, compared
to $4,094 for the total population. Of the Jewish families, 30 per cent
had incomes $7,500 and over, compared to only 13 per cent of
the families of the total population. Only 15 per cent of the Jewish

es Ibid.
68 Bogue, op. cit., pp. 705-708.
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households had incomes under $3,000, compared to 31 per cent of all
families.

Bogue also found that Jewish household heads employed as profes-
sionals, proprietors, or managers tended to have higher median incomes
than did the members of other religious groups belonging to those
broad occupations. The same was generally true for Episcopalians. He
suggested that this pattern was probably due to internal variations
between occupations within each of the broad occupational categories.
Thus he concluded that occupation is much more potent than religious
preference as a factor determining the income level of household
heads.

Similarly, Bogue's comparison of the median income of religious
groups by educational attainment suggests that Jewish household heads
tended to receive larger incomes than did household heads in the gen-
eral population with comparable education. He added, however, that
these differences may be due to intervening variables, such as age of
head, number and type of secondary earners, family structure, and
occupation, as well as to cultural factors associated with religious
affiliation, and that education, like occupation, was much more im-
portant than religious preference in determining the income level of
households.

However, the Lazerwitz and Bogue materials are limited in that
they present only gross comparisons. The census data have the ad-
vantage of permitting more detailed analysis to document the in-
fluence of other factors on differences in income between Jews and
the total population. For each person in the 1957 census sample, in-
formation was solicited on the amount of money income received in
1956 (Table 24). This included income from such varied sources
as wages and salaries, self-employment, pensions, interest, dividends,
and rent. Since both high education and high white-collar employment
are highly correlated with income, the fact that the $4,900 median
income of Jewish males was well above the $3,608 median for the
male population as a whole comes as no surprise. This sharp dif-
ferential was also reflected in the more detailed statistics on distribu-
tion by income class. Incomes of $10,000 and over were reported by
17 per cent of the Jewish males, compared to only 3.6 per cent of
the males in the total population. On the other hand, just over one-
fourth of the Jews, but 41 per cent of the total male population, had
incomes under $3,000. These differences extended to females as well,
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as evidenced by the 50 per cent higher median income of Jewish women,
compared to that of the total female population.

Controlling the census statistics for urban residence and major oc-
cupational groups eliminated the sharp differentials noted for the
unstandardized data. For males, the standardized data showed a median
income for Jews of $4,773, just slightly above the $4,472 median for
the total population. Narrowing of differentials also extended to the
over-all distribution by income level. For the standardized data, 18
per cent of the Jewish males, compared to 23 per cent of the total
male population, had incomes under $3,000; and the proportion with
incomes of $10,000 and over was 8.7 and 5.0 per cent, respectively.
The same narrowing of differentials appeared for women, as evidenced
by the reduction of the difference between the median incomes of
Jewish women and all women to less than $100.

Clearly, then, the considerably higher income level characterizing
Jews, compared with the general population, is a function of their
concentration in urban areas and in high white-collar positions. This
suggests that, as educational differentials between Jews and the rest of
the population narrow and as increasing proportions of non-Jews enter
higher white-collar positions, the existing income differentials between
Jews and the general population will diminish. Such a conclusion
seems justified by additional information showing that for Jews, as
for the total population, the median income level consistently rises
with increasing education (Table 25). For example, for Jews with
less than an eighth grade education, the average median income was

TABLE 25. MEDIAN INCOME IN 1956 OF JEWISH AND
ALL UNITED STATES URBAN MEN 14 YEARS
OLD AND OVER BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COM-
PLETED*

Years of
School

Completed

Elementary:

High school:

College: 1-3
4 or

0-7
8

1-3
4

more

Total

$2,654
3,631

3,858
4,563

4,526
6,176

Jewish

$2,609
3,844

4,672
4,913

5,026
8,041

• U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1957 sample survey unpublished
data.
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$2,609; but for those with a college degree, it was $8,041. If Jews
and the total population with similar levels of education are com-
pared, however, the differences in median income are generally less
than 10 per cent for all educational categories below the college level.
For the college groups, and particularly for those with a college degree,
the differences increase. In all likelihood, the sharp differential within
the college-graduate group reflects the higher proportion of Jews who
have postgraduate education and are in high-income professional and
executive positions. As proportionately more persons in the general
population obtain a postgraduate education, differences in income
level between the Jewish and the total population will probably diminish.

Without further controls, the question of whether religion, occupa-
tion, or education is a more important factor in determining income
level cannot be clearly ascertained. Control for occupation and place
of residence reduces the income differentials in the three major religious
groups, but it does not eliminate them completely. Similarly, compari-
sons of median income level among various educational categories
suggests minimal differences for all but the college educated. Moreover,
the range of differences by education within both the Jewish and total
population is far greater than the differences in median income be-
tween the Jewish group and the total population. Whereas the dif-
ference between Jews and the total for most educational levels was
only several hundred dollars, the range of difference between the
lowest and highest educated Jewish group was $5,400. On this
basis, the conclusion suggested by Donald Bogue that education is a
much more potent factor than religion in determining the income
level of households seems justified.67 This conclusion is further con-
firmed by a highly sophisticated statistical analysis of the relation
between income and religious affiliation undertaken by Galen L. Gockel,
which controlled for occupation, education, race, region, and size of
place of residence, using 1962 national sample survey data.68

In interpreting Gockel's, Bogue's, and this writer's conclusions
that nonreligious factors account for a considerable portion of religious
differentials in income level, we must realize that, in actual fact, the
differentials do exist; their statistical elimination merely serves to
identify the causes of the differences rather than to do away with

«7 Ibid., p. 708.
68 Galen L. Gockel, "Income and Religious Affiliation," American Journal of

Sociology, No. 74, May 1969, pp. 632-647
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them. The fact remains that, on the whole, both the average income
of Jews and the proportion of Jews in high income groups are well
above those of most of the population. To the extent that a consider-
able part of this difference is attributable to factors other than religion,
the differences are likely to diminish in the future, both as the occupa-
tional composition of the Jewish population changes and particularly
as higher proportions of non-Jews achieve higher education and move
into better paying occupations.

Overview of Future Demographic Trends
From existing information on the demographic history of the

American Jewish community and on its structure in 1970, what pat-
terns of development can be anticipated?

Numbering about 6 million in 1970, after slow growth during all
but the first several decades of this century, the Jewish population is
likely to continue its slow increase. The low rate of growth results
particularly from the low level of Jewish fertility, which is below that
of Protestants and Catholics and hovers close to the minimum needed
for replacement. Limited data suggest that death rates of Jews are
slightly below those of the general population, but the over-all death
rate of the Jewish population is likely to rise as the average age
increases. This, together with possible larger losses from intermarriage,
will contribute to maintenance, if not accentuation, of the slow growth
rate. As a result, the Jewish population, even while growing slightly,
will come to constitute an increasingly smaller proportion of the
total American population, having already declined from the peak of
3.7 to less than 3 per cent by 1970.

While declining as a per cent of the total population, Jews will
also become more dispersed throughout the United States. As a result
of continuously higher education and changing occupations, lower
levels of self-employment, weakening family ties, and reduced dis-
crimination, Jews are likely to migrate in increasing numbers away
from the major centers of Jewish population. This will operate on
several levels. Regionally, it will lead to fewer Jews in the Northeast.
Jews will continue to be highly concentrated in metropolitan areas; but,
within the metropolitan areas, ever increasing numbers will move out
of the urban centers and former ghettos into the suburbs. In doing so,
the Jewish population will become much more geographically dispersed,
even while distinct areas of Jewish concentration remain.
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At the same time that its over-all numbers and distribution change,
the Jewish population will also undergo significant changes in selected
aspects of socio-economic composition. In others, it will show less
change; but, because of changes in the general population, differences
between Jews and non-Jews may narrow.

As a result of the significant reduction in Jewish immigration to
the United States since the 1920's and the subsequent aging and death
of the immigrants, the most striking compositional change characteriz-
ing American Jewry is the reduction in the per cent of foreign-born.
Indeed, even the proportion of second-generation American Jews will
increasingly diminish as third- and fourth-generation persons become
an even larger proportion of the Jewish population, with all this implies
for questions of Jewish identification and assimilation. Reflecting their
lower fertility, the Jewish population, already six years older on the
average than the general population, is likely to undergo further aging.
This will mean a considerable increase in the proportion of older
persons as well as of the widowed, especially women.

Already unique in their high concentration among the more educated,
high white-collar and high income groups, the Jews may undergo still
further changes. College education will be an almost universal
phenomenon among them, and an increasing proportion will pursue
graduate studies. At the same time, continuously rising education levels
among non-Jews may narrow educational differentials between Jews
and non-Jews. The high proportion of Jews who obtain specialized
university training, their tendency to move out of small family businesses
and into salaried employment, and their increasing willingness to seek
and take positions away from their community of current residence
may bring an increase in the number of Jews in technical and executive
occupations within the top professional and managerial occupational
categories, where they already are heavily concentrated. At the same
time, the general upward shift in the occupational level of the general
population will narrow existing differences in the occupational structure
of the Jewish and non-Jewish populations. In turn, this narrowing in
both educational and occupational differences will lead to reduction
in the income differences currently characterizing Jews and non-Jews.
Such a development is strongly suggested by the fact that, with control
for education and occupation, income differences between Jews and
non-Jews have been shown to be greatly reduced, and sometimes
reversed.
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These demographic changes point to a number of challenges which
the American Jewish community must face. In the last three decades
of the 20th century, increasing Americanization will continue, as
judged by greater geographic dispersion, a higher per cent of third-
and fourth-generation Americans, and narrowing of such key socio-
economic differentials as education, occupation, and income. To
what extent will the diminution in the distinctive population character-
istics of Jews and their greater residential integration lead to behavioral
convergence? The risks or opportunities for this to occur, depending
on how one views the situation, are increasingly present. Recent re-
search suggests that, while growing similarity on the behavioral level
is likely, structural separation and the continuity of Jewish identification
will persist.69 The direction of changes appears to be the adjustment of
American Jews to the American way of life, creating a meaningful
balance between Jewishness and Americanism.

69 Goldstein and Goldscheider, op. cit., pp. 232-243.
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