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Demographic

Jewish'Populatio.n in the United States, 1986

at

Tms SECTION OF the AJYB, which is being presented in a revised
format, is the work of a team of researchers associated with a new institution on
the communal scene, the North American Jewish Data Bank. Created in 1986 as
a joint endeavor of the Council of Jewish Federations and the Center for Jewish
Studies of the Graduate School and University Center of the City University of New
York, the data bank’s main task is the collection and study of pépulation and survey
data on Jewish communities in the United States and Canada, using advanced
information-retrieval techniques. Through its services to Jewish federations, other
communal agencies, and the academic community, the research group aims both to
assist the communal planning process and to further scholarly investigation of
significant contemporary Jewish issues.

One justification for the foundation of the data bank was the completion over the
previous decade of mere than 40 local Jewish population surveys, carried out by
Jewish communities across the country, mainly the largest, with most of the studies
leading to major reassessments of Jewish population counts. The availability of a
sizable body of up-to-date, reasonably reliable data now makes it possible to place
the annual collection of population estimates into a wider geographical and sociohis-
torical context, thereby providing a broader perspective on the dynamics of social
change among American Jews.

CHANGING PATTERNS IN GEOGRAPHIC
DISTRIBUTION, 1930-1986

Among the many demographic characteristics of American Jews that are regu-
larly studied and written about, one that has received less attention than it deserves
is geographic distribution—the patterns of Jewish movement and settlement within
the borders of the United States. Whether there has been a consistent pattern, or
whether and how the pattern has changed, is a subject of more than academic
interest. Apart from adding to our understanding of American Jewry generaily, the
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matter of distribution has enormous practical implications for Jewish organizational
life and for planning communal services.

This survey examines changes that have taken place in the last two generations,
focusing specifically on the years 1930 and 1986. To help place these recent develop-
ments in perspective, a brief review of the period prior to 1930 is in order.

The first large migration of Jews to the United States, that of German Jews in
the early to middle 19th century, settled primarily in the interior of the country,
particularly in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Wisconsin. While non-Jewish German im-
migrants tended to remain in the areas of their first settlement, many German Jews
moved on to California, to other parts of the West, and to the pre-Civil War South,
all areas that offered growing economic opportunities.’

By contrast, the mass migration of East European Jews—over a million and a half
between 1881 and 1914—tended to remain in the ports of entry, particularly in New
York City and, to a somewhat lesser extent, Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore.
In 1900, of the estimated 1,058,000 Jews in the United States, 57 percent lived in
the Northeast. Close to half (46 percent) lived in New York City, and nearly a third
(30 percent) resided in Manhattan, the majority on the Lower East Side. Over the
next 30 years, as large-scale migration continued, Jewish concentration in the
Northeast rose still higher: in 1930, 68 percent of American Jews were residents of
the New England and Middle Atlantic states.'

The tables that follow document and illustrate the changes that have taken place
since 1930. A word first, however, on the quality of the data. We are much more
sure of the figures for the recent period, i.e., 1980-1986, then we are for those from
the 1930s. Since the early data were often based upon “guesstimates” reported by
key informants, in many instances our 1930-1936 numbers represent, at best, ap-
proximations or orders of magnitude.? For the recent period, the figures come from
the large number of communal surveys that have been carried out, mostly by
professional demographers.

'For an overview of East European Jewish migration, see Simon Kuznets, “Immigration of
Russian Jews to the United States: Background and Structure,” Perspectives in American
History, vol. 9, 1975, pp. 35-124. On 19th-century German Jewish migration to and within
the United States, see Avraham Barkai, “German-Jewish Migration in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury, 1830-1910,” in Ira A. Glazier and Luigi De Rosa (eds.), Migration Across Time and
Nations (New York, 1986), pp. 202-215. Discussions of the changing geographic distribution
of 20th-century American Jewry are presented in Sidney Goldstein, *Population Movement
and Redistribution Among American Jews,” in U.Q. Schmelz, P. Glikson, and S. DellaPergola
(eds.), Papers in Jewish Demography, 1981 (Jerusalem, 1983), pp. 315-341, and Sidney Gold-
_ stein, “Jews in the United States: Perspectives from Demography,” AJYB, vol. 81, 1981, pp.
3-59.

An introduction to the issue of the Jewish population estimates of the 1930s may be found
in [ra Rosenwaike, **A Synthetic Estimate of American Jewish Population Movement over the
Last Three Decades,” in U.O. Schmelz, P. Glikson, and S. DellaPergola (eds.), Papers in
Jewish Demography, 1977 (Jerusalem, 1980), pp. 83-102. '
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Although the U.S. Jewish population continued to increase during the past half
century, its rate of growth slowed considerably. At the same time, bécause the
growth of the Jewish population did not keep up with that of the general population
{which almost doubled during this period), the relative size of the Jewish population
of the United States fell by about 30 percent, from 3.6 percent of the total popula-
tion to 2.5 percent.

Table 1 compares the Jewish population of the United States in 1930 and 1986,
in absolute numbers and in the Jewish proportions of each state’s overall population.
The largest increase in absolute numbers occurred in California, where the Jewish
population went up by 691,000 persons over the two-generation period. The next
largest gain was Florida’s, which increased by 506,000. If we look at change as a
multiple, i.e., the 1986 figure as a multiple of the 1930 figure—in order to determine
relative increases—then the greatest growth occurred in Hawaii, where the Jewish
population increased 95 times, and in Nevada, where it went up 76 times. The
greatest absolute decline occurred in Illinois, which went down by 86,000, with the
next largest absolute decline occurring in Pennsylvania, which lost 63,000. The
greatest relative losses were incurred by Wyoming at 77 percent and Iowa at 69
percent.

An increase or decrease in absolute size was frequently accompanied by a corre-
sponding change in relative Jewish population size, but not in all cases. For exam-
ple, Alabama’s Jewish population.declined in absolute numbers and also as a
percent of the total population of the state. In Alaska, however, the number of
Jews rose from 700 to 1,000, but since the total population of Alaska increased
even more rapidly, the relative size of the Alaskan Jewish population was reduced.
Arizona's Jewish population, which increased over 40-fold during the period,
grew more rapidly than did the population of the state as a whole. As a result,
whereas Jews were 0.3 percent of the population in 1930, they accounted for 2.1
percent in 1986.

Analysis of the figures reveals the dramatic changes that have taken place in
the last 50 years. The much publicized shifting of Jewish population to the Sun-
belt is reflected in the figures for California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, and
Florida and in the medium gains shown in Colorado, Texas, and some of the
southern states (e.g., Georgia, North Carolina, and Virginia). Contrary to the
common perception, the Northeast—with the exception of one state, Pennsyl-
vania—has shown continual Jewish population growth, with several states, nota-
bly New Hampshire and Vermont, experiencing significant increases. The areas
of greatest decline in Jewish population were in the high plains (Montana, Wyo-
ming, the Dakotas), the Midwest, and the south-central states {Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas).

Is there anything special about these Jewish population shifts, or have Jews 51mply
followed in the footsteps of other Americans? For example, we know that the West
Coast has grown enormously over the past 56 years. Did Jewish growth in that area
parallel the general population growth, or did it differ in any significant way?















1836 / AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK,

1987

. Jewish Jewish Jewish
State and City  Population  Stateand City  Population  State and City  Population
Florence.......... 350 Lufkin (incl. in Martinsville....... 135
Greenville ........ 600 Longview total) Newport News (incl.
***Orangeburg County Marshall (incl. in Hampton)™.... 2,575
................ 105 Longview total) Norfolk (incl. Virginia

Rock Hill (incl. in Char-
lotte total)
Spartanburg....... 295
Sumter........... 190
SOUTH DAKOTA
Sioux Falls........ 125

TENNESSEE

Bristol (incl. in Johnson
City total)

Chattanaooga ... 2,000

Jackson .......... 120

Johnson City. .... . 210

Kingsport (incl. in John-
son City total)

Knoxville....... 1,350
Memphis ...... 10,000
Nashville....... 5,120
Oak Ridge........ 240
TEXAS
Amarillo ......... 300
*Austin ......... 4,000
Baytown.......... 300
***Beaumont ...... 400
Brownsyville . ...... 160
College Station . ... 400
*Corpus Christi .. 1,400
**Dallas........ 23,000
De Witt County™. . 150
ElPaso ........ 4,800
*Ft. Worth ...... 3,600
Galveston......... 800
**Houston...... 42,000
Kilgore (incl. in
Longview total)
Laredo........... 420
Longview......... 265
Lubbock.......... 350

McAllen.......... 295
Odessa-Midland ... 150
Port Arthur....... 260
*San Antonio .... 9,000
Texarkana........ 100
Tyler ............ 450
WacoN........... 500
Wharton ......... 170
Wichita Falls. . . ... 260
UTAH
Ogden ........... 100

*Salt Lake City. .. 2,400

VERMONT
Bennington ....... 120
Brattleboro ....... 150
Burlington...... 1,800
Montpelier-Barre .. 500
Rutland.......... 450
St. Johnsbury .. ... 100

VIRGINIA

Alexandria (incl. Falls
Church, Arlington

County & Fairfax
County)...... 33,550
Arlington (incl. in
Alexandria)
Blacksburg........ 300
Charlottesville. . . .. 800
Chesapeake (incl. in
Norfolk total)
Danville.......... 180

Fredericksburg .. .. 140
Hampton (incl. in
Newport News)
***Harrisonburg. ... 115
***Hopewell ....... 140
Lynchburg........ 275

Beach)....... 12,100
Petersburg........ 740
Portsmouth-Suffolk

(also incl. in Norfolk

total) . ........ 1,100
Radford (incl. in

Blacksburg total)
Richmond™ ..... 8,000

***Roanoke........ 710
Williamsburg (incl. in
- Newport News total)

Winchester. . ...... 110
WASHINGTON
Bellingham ....... 120

Longview-Kelso (incl. in
Portland, Ore. total)
***Olympia........ 145
Pullman (incl. in
Moscow, Idaho total)

SeattleN ....... 19,500
Spokane........ 1,000
Tacoma .......... 750
Tri Cities™........ 240

WEST VIRGINIA
Bluefield-Princeton . 250

*Charleston...... 1,025
Clarksburg........ 205
Fairmont ........ . 100
Huntington area™ . . 380
Morgantown ... ... 200
Parkersburg....... 155
Weirtont .. ........ (50
Wheeling......... 650

WISCONSIN .
Appleton......... 250
Beloit............ 120
Eau Clair......... 120



JEWISH POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES / 187

Jewish Jewish : Jewish
State and City - Population  State and City Population State and City Population

- Fond du Lac...... 100 Oshkosh.......... 150 Waukesha (incl. in
***Green Bay...... 280 *Racine............ 375 Milwaukee)

*Kenosha. ......... 200 Sheboygan........ 250 Wausau .......... 155
*Madison. ....... 4,500 Superior (also incl. in :

Manitowoc. ....... 115 Duluth, Minn. total) WYOMING

Milwaukee™.... 23,900 ................ 165 Cheyenne. ........ 255

NSee Notes below
*Includes entire county
**Includes all of 2 counties
***Figure not updated -

Notes

ARKANSAS
Southeast Arkansas—-towns in Chicot, Desha, and Drew counties.

CALIFORNIA

Long Beach-includes in L.A. County, Long Beach, Signal Hill, Cerritos, Lakewood, Ros-
‘moor, and Hawaiian Gardens. Includes in Orange County, Los Alamitos, Cypress, Seal
Beach, and Huntington Harbor.

Palm Springs-includes Desert Hot Springs, Cathedral City, Palm Desert, and Rancho
Mirage. ‘

Pomona Valley-includes Alta Loma, Chino, Claremont, Cucamonga, La Verne, Montclair,
Ontario, Pomona, San Dimas, and Upland.

Sacramento—-includes Yolo, Placer, El Dorado, and Sacramento counties.

San Francisco—~includes San Francisco, Sonoma, Marin, and San Mateo counties and towns
of Palo Alto and Los Altos in Santa Clara County.

COLORADO ‘
Denver-includes Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, and Jefferson counties.

CONNECTICUT

Bridgeport-includes Monroe, Easton, Trumbull, Fairfield, Bridgeport, Stratford, and part
of Milford.

Danbury-includes Danbury, Bethel, New Fairfield, Brookfield, Sherman, Newtown, Red-
ding, Ridgefield, and part of Wilton. Also includes Brewster and Goldens Bridge in New
York. :

Hartford-includes most of Hartford County and Vernon, Rockville, Ellington, and Tolland
in Tolland County.
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New Haven-includes New Haven, East Haven, Guiiford, Branford, Madison, North Haven,
Hampden, West Haven, Milford, Orange, Woodbridge, Bethany, and Cheshire.

New London-includes Central and Southern New London County. Also includes Lower
Middlesex County.

Norwalk-includes Norwaik, Weston, Westport, East Norwalk part of Danen. part of New
Canaan, and part of Wilton.

Valley Area-includes Ansonia, Derby-Shelton, Oxford, Seymour.

Waterbury-includes Middlebury, Southbury, Naugatuck, Watertown, Waterbury, Oakviile,
and Woodbury.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Greater Washington-includes Montgomery and Prince Georges counties in Maryland;
Arlington County, Fairfax County, Falls Church, and Alexandria in Virginia. .

FLORIDA
Ft. Lauderdale-includes Ft. Lauderdale, Pompano Beach, Deerfield Beach, Tamarac, Mar-
gate, and other towns in Northern Broward County.
Hollywood-includes Hollywc_)od, Hallandale, Dania, Davie, Pembroke, and other towns in
Lower Broward County. |

GEORGIA :
Augusta-includes Burke, Columbia, and Richmond counties and part of Aiken County,
South Carolina.

ILLINOIS
Elgin-includes Northern Kane County, Southern McHenry County, and Western edge of
Cook County. '
Quad Cities-includes Rock Island, Moline (Illinois), Davenport, and Bettendorf (Iowa).
Rockford—-includes Winnebago, Boone, and Stephenson counties.
Southern Illinois-includes lower portion of Illinois below Carlinville, adjacent western
portion of Kentucky, and adjacent portion of Southeastern Missouri.

INDIANA
Lafayette-includes Clinton, Montgomery, and Tippecanoe counties.
Northwest Indiana~-includes Crown Point, East Chicago, Gary, Hammond, Munster, Val-
paraiso, Whiting, and the Greater Calumet region.
South Bend-includes St. Joseph and Elkhart counties and part of Berrien County, Michigan.

KANSAS
Wichita~-includes Sedgwick County and towns of Salina, Dodge City, Great Bend, Liberal,
Russel, and Hays.
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KENTUCKY
Lexington-includes Fayette;, Bourbon, Scott, Clark, Woodford, Madison, Pulaski, and Jes-
samin counties.

LOUISIANA
Baton Rouge-includes E. Baton Rouge, Ascencion, Livingston, St. Landry, Iberville, Pt.
Coupee, and W. Baton Rouge parishes. _
South Central-includes Abbeville, Lafayette, New Iberia, Crowley, and Opelousas.

MAINE
Southern Maine-includes York, Cumberland, and Sagadahoc counties.

MARYLAND
Easton Park Area-includes towns in Caroline, Kent, Queen Annes, and Talbot counties.

MASSACHUSETTS :

Andover—-includes Andover, N. Andover, Boxford, Lawrence, Methuen, Tewksbury, Dra-
cut, and town of Salem, New Hampshire. Portion also included in Boston total.

Boston Metropolitan Region—includes 14 towns in Essex Coimty, 34 towns in Middlesex
County, 23 towns in Norfolk County, 15 towns in Plymouth County, ! town in Bristol
County, and ail of Suffolk County.

Framingham-includes Maynard, Stow, Hudson, Marlborough Framingham, South-
borough, Ashland, Hopkinton, Holliston, Milford, Medway, Millis, Medfield, Billing-
ham, and Franklin. Portion also included in Boston total.

Lynn-includes Lynn, Saugus, Nahant, Swampscott, Lynnfield, Peabody, Salem, Marble-
head, Beverly, Danvers, Middleton, Wenham, Topsfield; Hamilton, Manchester, Ipswich,
Essex, Gloucester, and Rockport. Portion also included in Boston total.

New Bedford-includes New Bedford, Dartmouth, Fairhaven, and Mattapoisett.

Springfield-includes Springfield, Longmeadow, E. Longmeadow, Hampden, Wilbraham,
Agwam, and W. Springfield.

Worcester-includes Worcester, Northborough, Westborough, Shrewsbury, Boylston, W.
Boylston, Holden, Paxton, Leicester, Auburn, Millbury, and Sutton. -

NEBRASKA
Omaha-includes Douglas and Sarpy counties; aiso Pottawatomie County, Iowa.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Manchester-inciudes Manchester, Hookset, Merrnmac, Amherst, Goffstown, Auburn,
Derry, and Londonderry.

NEW JERSEY '
Bergen County-Allendale, Elmwood Park, Fair Lawn, Franklin Lakes, Oakland, Midland
Park, Rochelle Park, Saddle Brook, and Wykoff also included in North Jersey estimate.
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Cherry Hill-includes Camden, Burlington, and Gloucester counties.

Essex County-includes all of Essex County, Western Hudson County, all of Morris County
except those towns in North Jersey estimate, several towns in Sussex and Warren counties,
and Springfield, Berkeley Hts., Summit, New Providence, and Hillside in Union County.

Middlesex County-inciudes in Somerset County, Kendall Park and Somerset; in Mercer
County, Hightstown. »

North Hudson County—includes Guttenberg, Hudson Heights, North Bergen, North Hud-
son, Secaucus, Union City, Weehawken, West New York. and Woodcliff.

North Jersey—~includes all of Passaic County except Passaic and Clifton. Also includes in
Morris County, Pequannock, Lincoln Pk., Butler, Kinnelon, Riverdale, and Smioke Rise.
Also includes 9 towns in Bergen County. '

Somerset County-includes most of Somerset County and a portion of Hunterdon County.

Trenton-includes most of Mercer County. )

Union County~includes all of Union County except Springfield, Summit, Hillside, New
Providence, Berkeley Hts. Also includes a few towns in adjacent areas of Somerset and
Middlesex counties. ‘

Vineland-includes most of Cumberland County and towns in neighbon’ng counties adjacent
to Vineland.

NEW YORK

Elmira—includes Chemung, Tioga, and Schuyler counties. Also includes Tioga and Bradford
counties in Pa.

Glens Falls~-includes Warren and Washington counties, Lower Essex County, and Upper
Saratoga County. ’

Kingston—includes eastern half of Ulster County.

New York City Metropolitan Area—includes the 5 boroughs of New York City, Westchester,
Nassau, and Suffolk counties. For a total Jewish population of the New York Metropoli-
tan Region, include Southwestern Connecticut, Rockland County, and Nortlieastern New
Jersey. '

Syracusé—includcs Onandago County, Western Madison County, and most of Oswego
County.

Utica-southeastern third of Oneida County.

NORTH CAROLINA
Asheville-includes Buncombe, Haywood, and Madison counties.
Charlotte-includes Mecklenberg County. Also includes Lancaster and York counties in
South Carolina. ' _
Whiteville Zone-includes Elizabethtown, Fairmont, Jacksonville, Lumberton, Tabor City,

Wallace, Warsaw, and Lors, S.C.
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OHIO
Cincinnati-includes Hamilton County. Also includes Boone, Campbell. and Kenton coun-
ties in Kentucky.
Toledo~includes Fulton, Lucas, and Wood counties. Also includes Monroe and Lenawee
counties, Mlchlgan
Youngstown—mcludes Mahonmg and Trumbull counties. Also includes Mercer County, Pa.

PENNSYLVANIA

Delaware Valley-includes Bensalem Township, Bristol, Langhorne, Levittown, New Hope,
Newtown, Penndel, Warington, Yardley, Richboro, Feasterville, Middletown, Southamp-
ton, and Holland.

Philadelphia~includes Philadelphia City, Montgomery, Delaware, and Central and Upper
Bucks counties. For a total Jewish population of the Philadelphia Metropolitan Region,
include Lower Bucks County, Chester County, and Cherry Hill area of New Jersey.

Pittsburgh—includes all of Allegheny County and adjacent portions of Washington, West-
moreland, and Beaver counties.

Wilkes-Barre~includes all of Lucerne County except Southern portion, whlch is included
in Hazleton totals. |

TEXAS
De Witt County-includes communities also in Colorado, Fayette, Gonzales, and La Vaca
counties. _
' Waco—-includes McLennan, Coryell, Bell, Falls,. Hamilton, and Hill counties.

VIRGINIA
Newport News-includes Newport News, Hampton, Williamsburg, James City, York
County, and Poquosson County.
Richmond-includes Richmond City, Henrico County, and Chesterfield County.

WASHINGTON
Seattle-includes King County and adjacent portions of Snohomlsh and Kitsap counties.
Tri Cities-includés Pasco, Richland, Kennewic, and Yakima.

WEST VIRGINIA
Huntington-includes nearby towns in Ohio and Kentucky.

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee—-includes Milwaukee County, Eastern Waukesha County, and Southern
Ozaukee County.





