
I~IGHLIGI~TS FROM THE GREATER HARTFORD JEWISI-1 POPULATION STUDY 

A summary o f  s ign i f i cant  findings 

Prepared for  Greater Hartford Jewish Federation 

April 9 ,  1983 



The Jewish  Popu la t ion  o f  Hartford Area Towns 

KEY -- 

1 , 5 0 0 ,  o r  more, Jewi sh  persons  
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......... ........... .:.:.:.:.. ........ ...... 251 - 699 Jewi sh  p e r s o n s  .......... ........ 

1 I 250 ,  o r  f e w e r ,  Jewi sh  persons  
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A Comparative V i e w  of Age D i s t r i b u t i o n s  

P e r c e n t  iage 9 and under i n :  
H a r t f o r d  a r e a  -- 

Rochester  a r e a  -- . 7 

Denver a r e a  -- 

Los Angeles a r e a  -- 

Boston a r e a  -- 
P e r c e n t  a g e s  1 0  t o  19 i n :  

H a r t f o r d  a r e a  -- 

Rochester  a r e a  -- 

.Denver a r e a  -- 

Los Angeles  area -- 

Boston area -- 
P e r c e n t  a g e s  20 t o  39 i n :  

H a r t f o r d  area -- 

Roches te r  a r e a  -- 
Denver a r e a  -- 

Los Angeles a r e a  -- 

Boston a r e a  -- 

P e r c e n t  a g e s  40 t o  59 i n :  
H a r t f o r d  a r e a  -- 

Roches te r  area -- 

Denver a r e a  -- 2 1 

Los Angeles area -- 2 6 

Boston a r e a  -- 22* 

P e r c e n t  a g e s  60 and o v e r  i n :  
H a r t f o r d  area -- 

Roches te r  a r e a  -- 2 7 

Denver a r e a  -- 1 5  

Los Angeles area -- 16 

Boston a r e a  -- 13 

* F i g u r e s  by e x t r a p o l a t i o n .  (Small d i f f e r e n c e s  should  be d i s r e g a r d e d . )  



Ret i rement  P l a n s  of Mid-Life Persons  

P l a n  t o  R e t i r e  i n  Har t fo rd  Area 
Area Number of  Pe r sons  % Yes X No X Unsure 

Core Towns 2,986 3 4  26 40 
Other  West Towns 1,455 ' 31 19 5  0  
E a s t  Towns 886 3 3 21 46 

I n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r o j e c t  t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n s  a r e  on ly  one 
e lement  i n  t h e  e q u a t i o n .  Movement b e f o r e  r e t i r e m e n t  and m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  
must a l s o  be  cons ide red .  I t  is  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o j e c t  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  
c e r t a i n t y ,  b u t  w e  c a n  o f f e r  a n  i n £  ormed guess  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2002, based 
upon t h e  f o l l o w i n g  assumpt ions:  
1 )  Movement o u t  of  t h e  H a r t f o r d  Area by c u r r e n t  40 - 59 y e a r  o l d  r e s i d e n t s  
w i l l  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  i n  magnitude,  and o f f s e t  by movement i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
of an  e q u a l  number of  t h e i r  con tempora r i es .  
2)  One-half of t h o s e  40 t o  59 y e a r  o l d s  whose r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n s  a r e  now 
u n c e r t a i n  w i l l  remain  i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  Area. 
3) Those 40 t o  59 y e a r  o l d s  who now e x p e c t . t o  remain a f t e r  r e t i r ement .  w i l l  
remain ,  o r  be  o f f s e t  by o t h e r s  who now e x p e c t  t o  l e a v e .  
4 )  The o v e r a l l  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  f o r  t h e  40 t o  59 y e a r  c o h o r t  w i l l  be abou t  
12  p e r c e n t  o v e r  t h e  nex t  20 y e a r s  ( t h e  c u r r e n t  a v e r a g e  r a t e  f o r  t h i s  c o h o r t . )  
5 )  There  w i l l  be  a  40 p e r c e n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  among c u r r e n t  60 y e a r '  and 
o l d e r  p e r s o n s  ( t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h i s  c o h o r t )  o v e r  t h e  20 y e a r  p e r i o d .  
6 )  Among p e r s o n s  60 y e a r s  o r  o v e r ,  89 p e r c e n t  w i l l  remain i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  
Area r a t h e r  than move. (Among persons  60 and o v e r ,  82  p e r c e n t  do p l a n  t o  
spend a l l  of  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  y e a r s  i n  H a r t f o r d ,  and 14 p e r c e n t  a r e  s t i l l  
u n s u r e .  ) 

Based upon t h e  p reced ing  assumpt ions ,  p r o j e c t i o n s  of t h e  e l d e r l y  Jewish  
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  y e a r  2002 a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t a b l e  two. Also  i n c l u d e d ,  f o r  
comparison purposes ,  is t h e  e l d e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  as sampled i n  1982. 

TABLE TWO 

The E l d e r l y  i n  2002 and 1982 

Area -. 

Number of E l d e r l y  Jewish  Persons  
2002 ( P r o j e c t  i o n )  1982 (Sample) 

Core  2,770 
0  t h e r  West Towns 1 ,155  
E a s t  Towns 587 

T o t a l :  4 ,503 

I f  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n s  i n  t a b l e  two a r e  a c c u r a t e ,  t h e  nex t  two decades  w i l l  
w i t n e s s  a n  i n c r e a s e  of  n e a r l y  35 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  number of e l d e r l y .  The key 
q u e s t i o n  i s  whether  a  larger-than-assumed number of  c u r r e n t  40 - 59 y e a r  o l d s  
w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  H a r t f o r d  a r e a  when they r e t i r e .  Almost no m a t t e r  how t h i s  
key assumpt ion  i s  a l t e r e d ,  however, our  o t h e r  a s sumpt ions  s t i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  
e x p e c t a t i o n  of  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of e l d e r l y  i n  2002. (For example,  
i E  all th.e c u r r e n t l y  u n c e r t a i n  40 t o  59 y e a r  o l d s  were t o  r e t i r e  e l sewhere ,  
t h e r e  would be  no change i n  t h e  number of  e l d e r l y . )  
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Inter-Town/Area Movement Among Non-Recent Movers . 

(more than 10 years ag'o) 

KEY - 

Direction of over 20% 
of movers. 



-- - . . . . - - . -- - - -. -. . - . . . --- 

Inter-Town/Area Movement Among Recent Movers 

(less than 10 years ago) 

KEY - - Direction of 10% to 20% of movers. 
I) Direction of over 20% of movers. 



The Origins and Destinations 

of Those who Expect to Move within Three Years 

KEY - 

I )  Direction of over 20% of 
expected m ~ v e t s .  

(X)  33% to 50% of expected movers 
plan to leave the Hartford Area. 

(XX) Over 50% of expected movers plan 
to leave the Hartford area. 



Our examinat ion o f  r e s i d e n c e  and movement p a t t e r n s  concludes  wi th  a  
comparat ive  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e n t i r e  g r e a t e r  Har t fo rd  Jewish p o p ~ ~ l a t i o n .  
These f i g u r e s ,  p resen ted  i n  t a b l e  f o u r ,  compare t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  wi th  t h e  
Roches te r ,  Cleveland and Denver a r e a s ,  wherever comparable d a t a  a r e  a v a i l -  
a b l e .  

The r e l a t i v e l y  h igh  r a t e s  of g e o g r a p h i c a l  m o b i l i t y  which seemed t o  
c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  i n  our, p reced ing  a n a l y s e s  is more f u l l y  
documented i n  t h e s e  comparisons. While t h e  pe rcen tage  of Jews i n  t h e  
Har t fo rd  a r e a  who a r e  fore ign-born is  t y p i c a l ,  o r  average ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
h igh  percen tage  of t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  h a s  moved from o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  
coun t ry ;  and have moved t o  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  p l a c e s  of r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  r e -  
l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  p a s t .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  is  mid-way 
between less-mobi le  E a s t e r n  and Midwestern a r e a s  and t h e  more-mobile 
a r e a s  of t h e  west. F u r t h e r ,  p e o p l e ' s  p l a n s  a r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  move a t  
a  h igh  r a t e  f o r  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  coun t ry  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ;  b u t  they do n o t  
p lan  t o  move o u t  of t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  i n  e x c e s s i v e  numbers. 

. The comparat ive  f i g u r e s  p resen ted  i n  t a b l e  f o u r  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  
p rev ious  c o n t e n t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h i g h  r a t e s  of home ownership i n  t h e  Har t fo rd  
a r e a  Jewish community. Even when compared t o  the  Rochester  a r e a  -- where 
Jewish r a t e s  of home occupancy s u b s t a n t i a l l y  exceed t h o s e  of non-Jews -- 
t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  r a t e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  high.  Ownership of a  
second home, by c o n t r a s t ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  low i n  the  Har t fo rd  a r e a .  

TABLE FOUR 

Residence and Movement Compared 

Har t fo rd  Roches te r  Cleveland Denver 
Area Area Area Area 

P l a c e  of B i r t h :  
I n  same s t a t e  (%) 
Outs ide  U.S. (2) 

Years i n  Cur ren t  Residence: 
10 o r  less ( X )  6 6 5 4  5 5 7 6  
11 o r  more (%) 3 4 46 4  5 2 4  

Expect t o  move i n  3 y e a r s  (2) : 3 2 15  8* - - 
S t a y  i n  same a r e a  (%): 6 8 6 5  7 2 - - 

Type of  r e s i d e n c e :  
House (%) 
Condominium (%) 
Apartment (%) 

Own second home elsewhere  (%) 5 9 

*Est imated f o r  t h i s  t ime i n t e r v a l .  
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Socio-Economic S t a t u s  of Areas 

KEY 

H I G H  - Large numbers of I( high  s t a t u s  persons;  f~ 

low s t a t u s  pe r sons .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MEDIUM - r e l a t i v e l y  f e u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . h i g h  o r  low s t a t u s  pers  

MIXED - Large numbers c 
h igh  and low s t a t u s  

p e r s o n s .  



The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s e s  i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  a r e a  . adu l t  J e w i s h  
p o p u l a t i o n  is q u i t e  similar t o  t h a t  found i n  o t h e r  communi t ies .  Comparisons 
a r e  p r e s e n t e d  below. 

C u r r e n t  ~ a r i t a l  S t a t u s  H a r t f o r d  Area  R o c h e s t e r  Area  ' C l e v e l a n d  Area 

Never ' M a r r i e d  1 5  
L i v i n g  T o g e t h e r  2 
Mar r i ed  7 2 
Widowed 6 
S e p a r a t e d  - Divorced  8 

The rate o f  i n t r a - m a r r i a g e  i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  a r e a  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  ap- 
p e a r s  t o  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h ,  though c o m p a r a t i v e  d a t a  a r e  l i m i t e d .  I n  t h e  
R o c h e s t e r  area, 94 p e r c e n t  o f  f i r s t  s p o u s e s  are r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  J e w i s h ,  com- 
p a r e d  t o  80 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  area; b u t  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  R o c h e s t e r  
s t u d y  acknowledge t h e i r  e s t i m a t e d  rate is p r o b a b l y  t o o  h i g h  because  o f  
s ampl ing  l i m i t a t i o n s .  (See  R o c h e s t e r  s t u d y ,  page  10 . )  I n  Denver,  by con- 
t r a s t ,  where sampl ing  p r o c e d u r e s  r e semble  o u r  own, o n l y  62  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
m a r r i a g e s  are r e p o r t e d  t o  i n v o l v e  two J e w i s h  (by b i r t h )  p e r s o n s ,  and f ewer  
t h a n  25 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  non-Jewish s p o u s e s  c o n v e r t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  among per-  
s o n s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  Denver area, o n l y  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  c o u p l e s  
i n v o l v e  two J e w i s h  p e r s o n s  compared t o  79 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  a r e a .  

Women i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  area are s l i g h t l y  more l i k e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  coun- 
t e r p a r t s  i n  o t h e r  areas t o  work o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home, as i n d i c a t e d  below. 

Women's Employment H a r t f o r d  Area  C l e v e l a n d  Area Denver Area  

F .u l l - t ime 
P a r t - t i m e  
Not working  

For  f u r t h e r  compar i son ,  5 1  pe r , cen t  o f  a l l  women i n  t h e  n a t i o n  were employed 
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home i n  1980 (and 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  m a r r i e d  women.) 

The p r e s e n c e  o f  young c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  househo ld  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
e x p e c t e d  d e c l i n e  i n  H a r t f o r d  a r e a  women's work o u t s i d e  t h e  home. Na t ion -  
a l l y ,  a b o u t  42 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  unde r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a r e  
employed compared t o  45  p e r c e n t  o f  H a r t f o r d  area women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  unde r  
f i v e  y e a r s .  I n  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  area J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y r a t e s  a r e  much h i g h e r ,  
as shown below.  

Women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  Women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  
Employment unde r  6 i n  C l e v e l a n d  under  5 i n  H a r t f o r d  

F u l l - t i m e  
P a r t -  t i m e  
Not employed 

While f i g u r e s  from Denver a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  comparab le ,  t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  be  
inbe tween  t h e  H a r t f o r d  and C l e v e l a n d  a r e a s .  



I n  o r d e r  t o  v i s u a l i z e  r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  and p r a c t i c e s  i n  more per- 
s p e c t i v e ,  i t  may be h e l p f u l  t o  cofipaFe t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  J e w i s h . p o p u l a t i o n  
t o  its r e c e n t l y  s t u d i e d  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  o t h e r  urban a reas .*  .Be.cause t h e  
comparison a r e a  v a r i e s  From i s s u e  t o  i s s u e ,  t h e s e  d a t a  w i l l  n o t  be placed 
i n t o  a  s i n g l e  t a b l e .  

H a r t f o r d  Rochester ,  N.Y.  
Denominational se l f -concep t :  Area (%) Area (%) 

Orthodox . 6 12 
Conserva t- ive 38 36 
Ref o m  40 

- - - --u--.. 
4 2 

v L z - c A a L L u  

Area (%) Area (%) Area (%) Area (Z) ' 

Synagogue Members ( c u r r e n t )  60 68 4  1 6 1 
Frequency of Attendance: 

Never 24 29 3 6  &- 

High Hol idays  Only 28 45 30 -- 
1-month, o r  less 2 9  16 20 - - 
2-3 month 10  8  a ( e s t . 1  -- 
Every week 10  2 6 ( e s t . )  -- 

Although persons  i n  t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  a r e  n o t  u n u s u a l l y  l i k e l y  t o  belong 
t o  synagogues,  t h o s e  who do belong e x h i b i t  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h igh  r a t e  of 
a t t e n d a n c e .  There  is a  s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a  who never o r  
r a r e l y  a t t e n d ,  and a l a r g e r  p e r c e n t  who a t t e n d  r e g u l a r l y ,  than i n  any of 
t h e  o t h e r  communities. 

Ques t ion :  "Being Jewish makes a d i f f e r e n c e  P e r c e n t  who a g r e e  i n :  
i n  a lmost  e v e r y t h i n g  I do." Har t fo rd  Area - 43 

Boston Area - 33 

T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  is  i n d i c a t i v e  of r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Har t fo rd  a r e a .  

Har t fo rd  Rochester  Boston 
Area Area Area 

Keep Kosher: Home (%) 17 2  8  17 

The above d i f f e r e n c e  i n  keeping kosher  may be due  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  g r e a t e r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t h e  Rochester  a r e a ' s  Jewish p o p u l a t i o n ;  t h a t  i s ,  more of 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  easy a c c e s s  t o  kosher  s t o r e s  and markets .  

*The Cleveland s t u d y  was conducted i n  1981; Rochester  i n  1980; and Boston 
i n  1975. 



I n  every  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  where t h e  socio-economic s t a t u s  of t h e  l o c a l  
Jewish p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  been compared t o  t h e  e n t i r e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  r e -  
l a t i v e l y  h i g h  s t a t u s  of  t h e  Jewish  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  been re -a f f i rmed .  It  may 
be  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  the reEore ,  t o  compare t h e  socio-economic s t a t u s  of t h e  
Jewish p o p u l a t i o n s  a c r o s s  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e s e  com- 
p a r i s o n s ,  however, i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  combine c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s ,  which 
from s t u d y  t o  s t u d y ,  a r e  n o t  comple te ly  i d e n t i c a l .  Small  d i f f e r e n c e s  
should  t h e r e f o r e  be d i s r e g a r d e d ;  b u t  even w i t h  t h i s  c a v e a t ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
h i g h  socio-economic s t a t u s  of t h e  ~ a r  t f  o r d  a r e a  Jewish p o p u l a t i o n  seems 
unden iab le .  * 

H a r t f o r d  Boston Denver Roches te r  
0 9 8 2 )  0 9 7 5 )  (1981) (1980) 

Educa t ion  Level:  A l l  h igh  s c h o o l  
g r a d ,  o r .  l e s s  18  3 1  10 3  6  

Pos t -graduate  degree  3 3 2 6  33 2 3  

H a r t f o r d  Boston Denver C leve land  
(1982) (1975) (1981) (1981) 

Occupat ions:  Males 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  and semi-prof.  5  5  40 3  7  30 
Managers and p r o p r i e t o r s  2 2 2 7  2  8  30 
C l e r i c a l  and s a l e s  . 14 2  1 2 6  17 
Blue c o l l a r  and s e r v i c e  7  11 7 10  

Occupat ions  : Females 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  and semi-prof .  4 2  36 33 2 7  
Managers and p r o p r i e t o r s  9  12  1 3  7 
C l e r i c a l  and s a l e s  3 9  44 3  9  4  0  
Blue c o l l a r  and s e r v i c e  5  6  12  11 

* Some d i f f e r e n c e s  a l s o  c o r r e l a t e  w i t h  age .  For  example,  o l d e r  p e r s o n s  
t end  t o  have l e s s  fo rmal  e d u c a t i o n .  The h i g h  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t s  i n  
Denver a r e ,  i n  p a r t ,  due t o  t h e  young age  of  i t s  Jewish p o p u l a t i o n .  
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