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PRESIDENT &
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Lee Wunsch

Our Jewish Federation is proud and excited to present the 2016 Greater Houston Jewish 
Community Study, the first comprehensive demographic report on our region’s Jewish 
population in 30 years.

The study reveals the latest information on our Jewish community’s size, where we live, 
our ritual practices, what we care about, how we connect Jewishly, what we feel about 
Israel, and how we experience and perceive anti-Semitism. The report will serve as a 
resource for our partner agencies, schools, and synagogues for the next decade. It will 
guide us in our planning and in the strategic allocation of both financial and human 
resources. We will utilize the data to improve the vibrancy of Jewish life in Houston, to 
strengthen our connections with Israel and worldwide Jewry, and to care for the most 
vulnerable members of our community.

Among the study’s more interesting findings are that Houston’s Jewish population has 
increased by approximately 50% since 1986 and that 90% of our households are involved 
Jewishly in some way. Further, compared to young adults in other communities and to 
older adults in Houston, our young adults have a higher incidence of practicing 
Jewish rituals.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston is truly fortunate and grateful to have 
commissioned Dr. Ira Sheskin of the University of Miami to carry out this population study. 
Dr. Sheskin is one of the leading experts in the field of Jewish community studies, having 
conducted 45 similar studies throughout the country. The 2016 Houston study’s results are 
based on 1,200 random telephone interviews with both known and unknown Jewish 
households. Dr. Sheskin designed his research model using the most up-to-date 
technology available, and the outcome is a survey with the greatest possible degree of 
reliability and accuracy. We thank Dr. Sheskin for his diligence, cooperation and hard work 
in producing a study of exceptional quality and utility.

The demographic study is also the result of tireless efforts by the members of the study 
committee under the dedicated leadership of its chair, Joe Pryzant, and Barbara Bratter, 
the Federation’s Vice President of Planning & Allocations. We thank them for their 
commitment and intensive involvement throughout this important undertaking. We also 
thank Joan and Stanford Alexander and our study’s other underwriters, whose generosity 
made this report possible.

The information contained in the 2016 Greater Houston Jewish Community Study will be 
essential to the Federation, and to all Jewish individuals and institutions in Houston, as we 
work together to make plans in an increasingly complex world. We invite you to read these 
findings carefully and join us in shaping the future of Houston’s Jewish community.

Denis Braham                                                                                  Lee Wunsch
Chair of the Board                                                                     President and CEO
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Formal Jewish Education of Adults

A s more concerns are raised about Jewish continuity, interest has been sparked in
identifying factors which may be related to encouraging Jews to lead a “Jewish life.”

Formal Jewish education either in ì supplemental school or í day school are used in this
and other chapters as variables to help explain differing levels of Jewish involvement as
adults. The Summary Report contains a section that collates the information on the
correlations of these types of formal Jewish education with Jewish identity measures. This
section examines the percentage of born or raised Jewish respondents (born Jewish
respondents) in Jewish households in Houston who participated in each type of formal
Jewish education as a child.

Table 8-1 shows that 78% of born or raised Jewish respondents (age 18 and over) (born
Jewish respondents) in Jewish households in Houston received some formal Jewish
education as children. 58% of born Jewish respondents attended supplemental schools
as children; 17% attended a Jewish day school;1% were educated in Israel; and 2% had
a tutor.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-2 shows that the 78% who received some formal
Jewish education as children is about average among about 45 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 79% in Minneapolis, 76% in Pittsburgh, and 72% in
St. Louis. The 78% compares to 82% in 1986.

Table 8-3 shows that the 17% who attended a Jewish day school as a child is the third
highest of about 40 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 10% in Pittsburgh,
8% in Minneapolis, and 4% in St. Louis. The 17% compares to 24% in 1986.

Note that community studies prior to 2016 generally asked this question of all adults in the
household, not just the respondent.

Received Some Formal Jewish Education as a Child

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-1 shows that, overall, 78% of
born Jewish respondents received some formal Jewish education as a child. The
percentage is much higher for born Jewish respondents (in):

! males age 75 and over (91%)
! Conservative households (88%)
! Jewish organization member households (89%)
! households who donated $500-$1,000 (93%) and $1,000 and over (91%) to the

Jewish Federation in the past year

The percentage is much lower for born Jewish respondents (in):
! households in the West (60%)
! who are females age 50-64 (63%)
! Just Jewish households (63%)
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Attended a Jewish Day School as a Child

Table 8-2 shows that, overall, 17% of born Jewish respondents attended a Jewish day
school as a child. The percentage is much higher for born Jewish respondents (in):

! under age 35 (39%)
! who are males under age 35 (40%)
! who are females under age 35 (38%) and age 35-49 (28%)
! Orthodox households (52%)
! conversionary in-married households (33%)
! households who attended Chabad in the past year (28%)
! households who were asked but did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the

past year (28%)
! households who donated under $100 and over to the Jewish Federation in the

past year (27%)

The percentage is much lower for born Jewish respondents (in):
! households in the Southeast (6%)
! intermarried households (6%)
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Table 8-1
Formal Jewish Education of Born Jewish Respondents as a Child

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Respondents

Received Some Formal Jewish Education Received
No

Formal
Jewish
Educa-

tion

Attended a:

Population Subgroup Total

Jewish
Day

School

Supple-
mental
School

Was
Educated
in Israel 

Had a
Tutor

All 78.4% 17.3% 58.2 1.2 1.7 21.6

Geographic Area

Core Area 76.9% 22.3% 52.4 0.5 1.7 23.1

Memorial 83.0% 8.4% 71.9 2.1 0.6 17.0

Central City 79.4% 19.0% 53.6 4.3 2.5 20.6

Suburban Southwest 87.2% 17.7% 68.9 0.0 0.6 12.8

West 59.7% 9.1% 50.2 0.4 0.0 40.3

North 81.9% 20.2% 57.8 0.0 3.9 18.1

Southeast 72.5% 5.5% 65.7 1.3 0.0 27.5

Age of Adults

Under 35 77.6% 39.1% 38.5 0.0 0.0 22.4

35 - 49 82.2% 23.0% 52.6 3.5 3.1 17.8

50 - 64 73.3% 12.9% 58.7 0.7 1.0 26.7

65 - 74 79.2% 11.9% 64.8 0.9 1.6 20.8

75 and over 82.8% 9.6% 70.7 0.3 2.2 17.2

º 65 and over 80.8% 11.0% 67.3 0.6 1.9 19.2

Sex of Adults

Male 83.8% 16.4% 64.7 1.4 1.3 16.2

Female 72.5% 18.2% 51.4 0.9 2.0 27.5
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Table 8-1
Formal Jewish Education of Born Jewish Respondents as a Child

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Respondents

Received Some Formal Jewish Education Received
No

Formal
Jewish
Educa-

tion

Attended a:

Population Subgroup Total

Jewish
Day

School

Supple-
mental
School

Was
Educated
in Israel 

Had a
Tutor

All 78.4% 17.3% 58.2 1.2 1.7 21.6

Age of Adult Males

Under 35 74.6% 39.9% 34.7 0.0 0.0 25.4

35 - 49 86.9% 19.3% 60.8 5.8 1.0 13.1

50 - 64 82.6% 11.7% 68.9 0.0 2.0 17.4

65 - 74 82.8% 10.7% 71.4 0.7 0.0 17.2

75 and over 90.7% 13.2% 74.5 0.0 3.0 9.3

º 65 and over 85.7% 11.6% 72.6 0.4 1.1 14.3

Age of Adult Females

Under 35 80.2% 38.2% 42.0 0.0 0.0 19.8

35 - 49 76.6% 27.6% 42.6 0.7 5.7 23.4

50 - 64 63.4% 14.2% 47.9 1.3 0.0 36.6

65 - 74 75.4% 13.4% 57.4 1.2 3.4 24.6

75 and over 76.2% 6.6% 67.5 0.5 1.6 23.8

º 65 and over 75.8% 10.3% 62.0 0.9 2.6 24.2

Jewish Identification

Orthodox 81.3% 51.8% 16.3 4.6 8.6 18.7

Conservative 87.9% 22.6% 64.2 0.3 0.8 12.1

Reform 83.5% 9.8% 73.5 0.0 0.2 16.5

Just Jewish 63.2% 16.9% 40.5 2.7 3.1 36.8
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Table 8-1
Formal Jewish Education of Born Jewish Respondents as a Child

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Respondents

Received Some Formal Jewish Education Received
No

Formal
Jewish
Educa-

tion

Attended a:

Population Subgroup Total

Jewish
Day

School

Supple-
mental
School

Was
Educated
in Israel 

Had a
Tutor

All 78.4% 17.3% 58.2 1.2 1.7 21.6

type of Marriage

In-married 83.0% 18.2% 62.6 0.5 1.7 17.0

Conversionary 81.7% 32.9% 48.8 0.0 0.0 18.3

Intermarried 72.7% 6.3%  61.3  2.8 2.3 27.3

Synagogue Membership

Member 86.1% 21.7% 62.4 0.6 1.4 13.9

Non-Member 71.2% 13.3% 54.4 1.6 1.9 28.8

Chabad Attendance in the Past Year

Attended 82.4% 28.0% 50.3 1.7 2.4 17.6

Did Not Attend 77.3% 14.7% 60.0 1.1 1.5 22.7

JCC Membership

Member 82.7% 22.4% 59.2 0.9 0.2 17.3

Non-Member 77.2% 16.1% 58.3 1.2 1.6 22.8

Respondent Participated in JCC Program 

JCC Participant 83.2% 19.4% 61.3  1.3 1.2 16.8

No 76.6% 16.1% 57.4 1.1 2.0 23.4

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 88.6% 20.2% 66.7 0.7 1.0 11.4

Non-Member 74.7% 16.2% 55.4 1.3 1.8 25.3
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Table 8-1
Formal Jewish Education of Born Jewish Respondents as a Child

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Respondents

Received Some Formal Jewish Education Received
No

Formal
Jewish
Educa-

tion

Attended a:

Population Subgroup Total

Jewish
Day

School

Supple-
mental
School

Was
Educated
in Israel 

Had a
Tutor

All 78.4% 17.3% 58.2 1.2 1.7 21.6

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 83.4% 21.7% 59.5 1.2 1.0 16.6

Asked, Did Not Donate 83.1% 27.6% 54.9 0.0 0.6 16.9

Not Asked 72.9% 11.3% 57.6 1.5 2.5 27.1

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 74.0% 14.3% 56.3 1.3 2.1 26.0

Under $100 82.4% 27.2% 52.1 2.3 0.8 17.6

$100 - $500 77.2% 17.4% 57.8 0.9 1.1 22.8

$500 - $1,000 93.3% 22.7% 69.3 0.4 0.9 6.7

$1,000 and over 90.7% 19.6% 70.0 0.0 1.1 9.3
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Table  8-2
Received Some Formal Jewish Education as Children

Community Comparisons

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Adults in Jewish Households 

Community Year % Community Year %

Rhode Island 2002 86%

Richmond 1994 86%

Columbus 2013 85%

Chicago 2010 85%

Lehigh Valley 2007 85%

Tidewater 2001 85%

Harrisburg 1994 85%

San Antonio 2007 83%

Detroit 2005 83%

Rochester 1999 83%

Washington 2003 82%

Jacksonville 2002 82%

Hartford 2000 82%

Westport 2000 82%

Charlotte 1997 82%

Houston 1986 82%

New Haven 2010 81%

Atlantic County 2004 81%

Wilmington 1995 80%

Minneapolis 2004 79%

Houston 2016 78%

Cleveland 2011 78%

Tucson 2002 78%

Bergen 2001 78%

Sarasota 2001 78%

Orlando 1993 78%

Miami 2014 77%

W Palm Beach 2005 77%

Essex-Morris 1998 77%

Monmouth 1997 77%

Cincinnati 2008 76%

Phoenix 2002 76%

Pittsburgh 2002 76%

Milwaukee 1996 76%

S Palm Beach 2005 75%

Philadelphia 2009 74%

Middlesex 2008 74%

Broward 2016 72%

St. Louis 2014 72%

Atlanta 2006 72%

Las Vegas 2005 72%

St. Paul 2004 72%

San Diego 2003 70%

Los Angeles 1997 60%
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Table 8-3
Attended a Jewish Day School as Children

Community Comparisons

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Adults in Jewish Households 

Community Year % Community Year %

Bergen 2001 24%

Houston 1986 24%

Miami 2014 21%

Houston 2016 17%

Harrisburg 1994 16%

Broward 2016 15%

Chicago 2010 15%

Cincinnati 2008 15%

Detroit 2005 15%

Phoenix 2002 14%

Columbus 2013 13%

Cleveland 2011 13%

Los Angeles 1997 13%

Middlesex 2008 12%

New Haven 2010 11%

Atlanta 2006 11%

San Diego 2003 11%

Jacksonville 2002 11%

Monmouth 1997 11%

San Antonio 2007 10%

Pittsburgh 2002 10%

Rhode Island 2002 10%

Tucson 2002 10%

Tidewater 2001 10%

Essex-Morris 1998 10%

Lehigh Valley 2007 9%

S Palm Beach 2005 9%

Washington 2003 9%

Philadelphia 2009 8%

Minneapolis 2004 8%

St. Paul 2004 8%

Richmond 1994 8%

Milwaukee 1996 7%

Wilmington 1995 7%

Las Vegas 2005 6%

Atlantic County 2004 6%

Sarasota 2001 6%

Hartford 2000 6%

W Palm Beach 2005 5%

Westport 2000 5%

Charlotte 1997 5%

St. Louis 2014 4%

Rochester 1999 4%
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Informal Jewish Education of Adults

A s more concerns are raised about Jewish continuity, interest has been sparked in
identifying factors which may be related to encouraging Jews to lead a “Jewish life.”

Thus, the three types of informal Jewish education are examined below — ì attended or
worked at a Jewish overnight camp as children, í participated in a Jewish youth group as
teenagers, and î participated in Hillel/Chabad while in college (excluding High Holidays).
These are then used in this and other chapters as variables to help explain differing levels
of Jewish involvement as adults. The Summary Report contains a section that collates the
information on the correlations of these types of informal Jewish education with Jewish
identity measures. This section examines the percentage of born or raised Jewish
respondents (born Jewish respondents) in Jewish households in Houston who participated
in each type of informal Jewish education as a child.

Attended or Worked at a Jewish Overnight Camp as Children

Table 8-4 shows that 32% of born Jewish respondents attended or worked at a Jewish
overnight camp as children. A Jewish overnight camp is defined as one that holds religious
services or has significant Jewish content.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-5 shows that the 32% who attended or worked at
a Jewish overnight camp as children is about average among about 35 comparison
Jewish communities and compares to 44% in Pittsburgh and 42% in both St. Louis and
Minneapolis. The 32% compares to 35% in 1986.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-4 shows that, overall, 32% of
born Jewish respondents attended or worked at a Jewish overnight camp as children.
The percentage is much higher for born Jewish respondents (in):

! age 35-49 (43%)
! who are males age 35-49 (42%)
! who are females under age 35 (53%) and age 35-49 (44%)
! Conservative households (44%)
! conversionary in-married households (47%)
! synagogue member households (43%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (50%), JCC member households (44%), JCC participant households
(42%), and Jewish organization member households (44%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (42%)
! households who donated under $100 (62%), $500-$1,000 (44%), and $1,000 and

over (47%) to the Jewish Federation in the past year 

The percentage is much lower for born Jewish respondents (in):
! households in the West (21%) and the Southeast (17%)
! age 75 and over (22%)
! who are females age 75 and over (21%)
! Just Jewish households (22%)
! intermarried households (22%)
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Participated in a Jewish Youth Group as Teenagers

Table 8-4 shows that 50% of born Jewish respondents regularly participated (participated)
in a Jewish youth group as teenagers.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-6 shows that the 50% who participated in a Jewish
youth group as teenagers is the second highest of about 25 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 52% in Minneapolis. The 50% compares to 47% in 1986.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-4 shows that, overall, 50% of
born Jewish respondents participated in a Jewish youth group as teenagers. The
percentage is much higher for born Jewish respondents (in):

! who are males under age 35 (63%) and age 35-49 (60%)
! who are females under age 65-74 (64%) and age 65 and over (61%)
! Conservative households (69%)
! inmarried households (61%) and conversionary in-married households (73%)
! synagogue member households (67%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (64%), JCC member households (62%), JCC participation households
(62%), and Jewish organization member households (69%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (67%)
! households who donated under $100 (65%), $100-$500 (64%), $500-$1,000

(64%) and $1,000 and over (76%) to the Jewish Federation in the past year 

 The percentage is much lower for born Jewish respondents in:
! the North (40%) and the Southeast (34%)
! who are males age 75 and over (36%)
! who are females age 50-64 (38%)
! Just Jewish households (29%)
! intermarried households (34%)
! synagogue non-member households (35%)
! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past

year (38%)
! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (38%)



Page 8-12 Jewish Education

Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College

Table 8-4 shows that 28% of born Jewish respondents who attended college (either a
two-year or a four-year college) participated in Jewish activities (other than on High
Holidays) sponsored by Jewish college groups such as Hillel or Chabad (participated in
Hillel/Chabad while in college).

Community Comparisons. Table 8-7 shows that the 28% who participated in
Hillel/Chabad while in college other than on the High Holidays is about average among
about 25 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 33% in Minneapolis. The 28%
compares to 23% in 1986.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-4 shows that, overall, 28% of
born Jewish respondents participated in Hillel/Chabad while in college. The percentage
is much higher for born Jewish respondents (in):

! under age 35 (38%)
! who are males age 35-49 (42%)
! who are females under age 35 (40%)
! Orthodox households (39%) and Conservative households (39%)
! households who attended Chabad in the past year (43%) and Jewish

organization member households (40%)

The percentage is much lower for born Jewish respondents in:
! the North (15%)
! who are males age 50-64 (18%) and age 65-74 (17%)
! Just Jewish households (18%)
! intermarried households (15%)
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Table 8-4
Informal Jewish Education of Adults as Children

Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households for Camp and Youth Group
Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households Who Attended College

for Hillel

Population Subgroup

Attended
or Worked
at a Jewish

Overnight Camp

Participated 
in a Jewish

Teenage
Youth Group

Participated
in Hillel/
Chabad

While in College 1

All 32.2% 50.1% 27.6%

Geographic Area

Core Area 36.4% 56.6% 29.3%

Memorial 36.5% 56.1% 32.4%

Central City 28.6% 47.2% 35.1%

Suburban Southwest 39.3% 52.9% 24.6%

West 21.0% 41.3% 19.2%

North 27.5% 40.1% 14.9%

Southeast 16.7% 34.2% 29.4%

Age of Adults

Under 35 46.5% 54.5% 38.4%

35 - 49 42.9% 58.5% 34.3%

50 - 64 27.9% 42.4% 20.3%

65 - 74 28.8% 54.1% 23.7%

75 and over 21.7% 46.8% 31.9%

º 65 and over 25.8% 51.0% 26.9%

Sex of Adults

Male 31.0% 49.6% 27.3%

Female 33.7% 50.8% 28.2%
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Table 8-4
Informal Jewish Education of Adults as Children

Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households for Camp and Youth Group
Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households Who Attended College

for Hillel

Population Subgroup

Attended
or Worked
at a Jewish

Overnight Camp

Participated 
in a Jewish

Teenage
Youth Group

Participated
in Hillel/
Chabad

While in College 1

All 32.2% 50.1% 27.6%

Age of Adult Males

Under 35 39.4% 63.3% 37.2%

35 - 49 42.2% 59.9% 41.9%

50 - 64 26.2% 46.7% 17.6%

65 - 74 27.6% 44.9% 16.5%

75 and over 23.0% 36.2% 34.6%

º 65 and over 25.9% 41.6% 23.2%

Age of Adult Females

Under 35 53.1% 46.1% 39.5%

35 - 49 43.7% 56.8% 24.9%

50 - 64 29.6% 37.8% 23.0%

65 - 74 30.0% 64.3% 32.6%

75 and over 20.6% 55.7% 29.2%

º 65 and over 25.8% 60.5% 31.2%

Jewish Identification

Orthodox 39.8% 58.4% 38.5%

Conservative 44.3% 68.9% 39.3%

Reform 31.5% 53.1% 25.6%

Just Jewish 22.4% 29.4% 17.8%
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Table 8-4
Informal Jewish Education of Adults as Children

Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households for Camp and Youth Group
Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households Who Attended College

for Hillel

Population Subgroup

Attended
or Worked
at a Jewish

Overnight Camp

Participated 
in a Jewish

Teenage
Youth Group

Participated
in Hillel/
Chabad

While in College 1

All 32.2% 50.1% 27.6%

Type of Marriage

In-married 35.8% 61.4% 32.7%

Conversionary 46.6% 73.0% 31.9%

Intermarried 22.4% 34.4% 15.2%

Synagogue Membership

Member 42.6% 66.9% 33.4%

Non-Member 22.9% 35.1% 22.6%

Chabad Attendance in the Past Year

Attended 49.9% 63.7% 42.7%

Did Not Attend 27.8% 46.7% 24.2%

JCC Membership

Member 43.7% 62.4% 33.4%

Non-Member 29.7% 47.1% 26.1%

Respondent Participated in JCC Program

JCC Participant 42.0% 62.2% 34.0%

No 25.6% 42.2% 22.4%

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 43.6% 68.7% 39.6%

Non-Member 28.6% 44.0% 23.7%
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Table 8-4
Informal Jewish Education of Adults as Children

Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households for Camp and Youth Group
Base: Born Jewish Respondents in Jewish Households Who Attended College

for Hillel

Population Subgroup

Attended
or Worked
at a Jewish

Overnight Camp

Participated 
in a Jewish

Teenage
Youth Group

Participated
in Hillel/
Chabad

While in College 1

All 32.2% 50.1% 27.6%

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 42.4% 66.3% 34.9%

Asked, Did Not Donate 38.7% 42.5% 22.8%

Not Asked 22.5% 37.9% 22.8%

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 24.8% 38.1% 23.1%

Under $100 61.5% 64.5% 35.2%

$100 - $500 40.7% 63.7% 36.5%

$500 - $1,000 43.6% 63.7% 26.2%

$1,000 and over 46.5% 75.8% 36.3%

1 Excluding High Holidays



Jewish Education Page 8-17

Table 8-5
Attended or Worked at a Jewish Overnight Camp as Children

Community Comparisons

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Adults in Jewish Households 

Community Year % Community Year %

Columbus 2013 45%

Philadelphia 2009 45%

Phoenix 2002 45%

Pittsburgh 2002 44%

San Diego 2003 43%

St. Louis 2014 42%

Detroit 2005 42%

Minneapolis 2004 42%

Cincinnati 2008 38%

St. Paul 2004 37%

Washington 2003 37%

Bergen 2001 37%

Lehigh Valley 2007 35%

Rhode Island 2002 35%

Charlotte 1997 35%

Houston 1986 35%

Broward 2016 34%

Miami 2014 33%

Houston 2016 32%

San Antonio 2007 32%

Cleveland 2011 31%

New Haven 2010 31%

Rochester 1999 31%

Jacksonville 2002 30%

Westport 2000 30%

Los Angeles 1997 29%

Milwaukee 1996 28%

Las Vegas 2005 27%

Wilmington 1995 26%

Hartford 2000 25%

Middlesex 2008 24%

S Palm Beach 2005 24%

W Palm Beach 2005 23%

Atlantic County 2004 23%

Monmouth 1997 19%
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Table 8- 6
Participated in a Jewish Youth Group as Teenagers

Community Comparisons

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Adults in Jewish Households 

Community Year % Community Year %

Minneapolis 2004 52%

Houston 2016 50%

Charlotte 1997 48%

Detroit 2005 47%

Jacksonville 2002 47%

Milwaukee 1996 47%

Houston 1986 47%

San Antonio 2007 46%

Rhode Island 2002 46%

Lehigh Valley 2007 45%

St. Paul 2004 45%

Rochester 1999 44%

Wilmington 1995 44%

Broward 2016 42%

Miami 2014 42%

Washington 2003 42%

Hartford 2000 42%

Los Angeles 1997 41%

New Haven 2010 40%

Las Vegas 2005 38%

Middlesex 2008 37%

Atlantic County 2004 37%

Bergen 2001 36%

Monmouth 1997 36%

W Palm Beach 2005 34%

S Palm Beach 2005 33%

Westport 2000 30%
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Table 8-7
Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College

(Excluding High Holidays)
Community Comparisons

Base: Born or Raised Jewish Adults (Who Attended College)
in Jewish Households

Community Year % Community Year %

Wilmington 1995 40%

Washington 2003 36%

St. Paul 2004 35%

Minneapolis 2004 33%

Jacksonville 2002 32%

Rhode Island 2002 32%

Milwaukee 1996 32%

Bergen 2001 31%

Hartford 2000 31%

Rochester 1999 29%

Houston 2016 28%

Miami 2014 28%

Monmouth 1997 28%

Lehigh Valley 2007 27%

Charlotte 1997 27%

New Haven 2010 26%

Middlesex 2008 25%

San Antonio 2007 25%

W Palm Beach 2005 25%

Detroit 2005 24%

S Palm Beach 2005 24%

Broward 2016 23%

Atlantic County 2004 23%

Houston 1986 23%

Las Vegas 2005 20%

Westport 2000 20%
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Attended Any Adult Jewish Education
Program or Class, 

Engaged in Other Type of Jewish Study or
Learning, or

Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish
Cultural Event in the Past Year

T able 8-8 shows that 27% of Jewish respondents in Houston attended an adult Jewish
education program or class (attended adult Jewish education) in the past year. 35%

engaged in “any other type” of Jewish study or learning, and 57% visited a Jewish museum
or attended a Jewish cultural event, such as a lecture by an author, a film, a play, or a
musical performance in the past year.

Attended Any Organized Jewish Education Program or Class in the Past Year 

Community Comparisons. Table 8-9 shows that the 27% who attended adult Jewish
education in the past year is about average among about 30 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 37% in St. Louis and 28% in Minneapolis. The 27%
compares to 30% in 1986.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-8 shows that, overall, 27% of
respondents attended adult Jewish education in the past year. The percentage is much
higher for respondents (in):

! households in the Core Area (38%)
! who are females under age 35 (42%), age 65-74 (43%), and age 65 and over

(38%)
! Orthodox households (55%)

 and Conservative households (37%)
! inmarried households (40%) and conversionary in-married households (44%)
! synagogue member households (46%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (58%), JCC member households (46%), households who participated
in a JCC program in the past year (48%), and Jewish organization member
households (53%)

! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as children
(38%)

! households in which the respondent attended or worked at a Jewish overnight
camp as children (44%)

! households in which the respondent participated in a Jewish youth group as a
teenager (40%)

! households in which the respondent participated in Hillel/Chabad while in college
(excluding High Holidays) (48%)

! households in which an adult visited Israel on a Jewish trip (47%)
! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (49%)

 ! households who donated under $100 (48%), $100-$500 (50%), $500-$1,000
(42%), and $1,000 and over (51%) to the Jewish Federation in the past year
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The percentage is much lower for respondents (in):
! households in the West (15%), the North (15%), and the Southeast (16%)
! who are males age 65-74 (15%) and age 65 and over (16%)
! Just Jewish households (13%)
! intermarried households (5%)
! synagogue non-member households (12%) and JCC non-participant households

(13%)
! households in which the respondent did not participate in a Jewish youth group

as children (17%)
! households in which no adult visited Israel (12%)
! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past

year (10%)
! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (13%)

Engaged in Any Other Type of Jewish Study or Learning in the Past Year

Community Comparisons. The 35% of respondents who engaged in any other type of
Jewish study or learning in the past year compares to 38% in Broward and 30% in Miami,
the only other communities to ask this question.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-8 shows that, overall, 30% of
respondents engaged in any other type of Jewish study or learning in the past year. The
percentage is much higher for respondents (in):

! who are females age 35-49 (45%) and age 65-74 (52%)
! Orthodox households (76%)
! conversionary in-married households (51%)
! synagogue member households (46%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (59 %), households who participated in a JCC program in the past year
(46%), and Jewish organization member households (45%)

! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as children
(46%)

! households in which the respondent participated in Hillel/Chabad while in college
(excluding High Holidays) (51%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (45%)
! households who donated under $100 (45%) and $100-$500 (51%) to the Jewish

Federation in the past year

The percentage is much lower for respondents (in):
! households in Suburban Southwest (25%)
! who are males age 65-74 (22%) and age 75 and over (26%)
! Just Jewish households (25%)
! intermarried households (19%)
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Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish Cultural Event in the Past Year

Community Comparisons. The 57% of respondents visited a Jewish museum or attended
a Jewish cultural event such as a lecture by an author, a film, a play, or a musical
performance in the past year compares to 53% in both Broward and Pittsburgh, 52% in
Miami, and 49% in New York, the only other communities to ask this question.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-8 shows that, overall, 57% of
respondents visited a Jewish museum or attended a Jewish cultural event such as a
lecture by an author, a film, a play, or a musical performance in the past year. The
percentage is much higher for respondents (in):

! households in Memorial (68%) and the Central City (75%)
! who are females age 65-74 (68%)
! Orthodox households (77%) and Conservative households (68%)
! inmarried households (71%) an conversionary in-married households (67%)
! synagogue member households (73%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (81%), JCC member households (76%), households who participated
in a JCC program in the past year (79%), and Jewish organization member
households (78%)

! households in which the respondent participated in a Jewish youth group as a
teenager (69%)

! households in which the respondent participated in Hillel/Chabad while in college
(excluding High Holidays) (76%)

! households in which an adult visited Israel on a Jewish trip (73%) or a general trip
(68%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (76%)
! households who donated under $100 (74%), $100-$500 (77%), $500-$1,000

(79%), and $1,000 and over (77%) to the Jewish Federation in the past year

The percentage is much lower for respondents in:
! households in the West (39%), the North (35%), and the Southeast (45%)
! who are males age 75 and over (46%)
! Just Jewish households (45%)
! intermarried households (34%)
! synagogue non-member households (45%) and JCC non-participant households

(41%)
! households in which no adult visited Israel (38%)
! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past

year (44%)
! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (45%)
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Table 8-8
 Attended Any Organized Adult Jewish Education Program or

Class, Engaged in Any Other Type of Jewish Study or Learning, or
Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish Cultural Event

in the Past Year

Base: Jewish Respondents

Population Subgroup

Attended Any
Organized Adult

Jewish Education
Program or Class

Engage in Any
Other Type of

Jewish Study or
Learning

Visit a Jewish
Museum or Attend
a Jewish Cultural

Event

All 26.8% 34.7% 57.4%

Geographic Area

Core Area 37.8% 41.4% 66.6%

Memorial 30.6% 33.2% 67.6%

Central City 29.3% 32.6% 75.4%

Suburban Southwest 20.8% 24.6% 48.5%

West 15.1% 32.5% 39.4%

North 14.5% 31.4% 35.0%

Southeast 16.0% 39.1% 44.7%

Age of Respondent

Under 35 36.2% 34.1% 61.5%

35 - 49 24.7% 39.7% 57.2%

50 - 64 24.6% 34.1% 55.6%

65 - 74 28.4% 36.8% 62.1%

75 and over 26.1% 26.2% 52.1%

º 65 and over 27.6% 32.7% 58.3%

Sex of Respondent

Male 20.2% 30.1% 56.4%

Female 33.3% 39.2% 58.5%
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Table 8-8
 Attended Any Organized Adult Jewish Education Program or

Class, Engaged in Any Other Type of Jewish Study or Learning, or
Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish Cultural Event

in the Past Year

Base: Jewish Respondents

Population Subgroup

Attended Any
Organized Adult

Jewish Education
Program or Class

Engage in Any
Other Type of

Jewish Study or
Learning

Visit a Jewish
Museum or Attend
a Jewish Cultural

Event

All 26.8% 34.7% 57.4%

Age of Male Respondents

Under 35 30.8% 31.2% 62.6%

35 - 49 24.7% 34.5% 64.4%

50 - 64 17.9% 34.5% 52.8%

65 - 74 14.6% 21.7% 56.1%

75 and over 18.6% 25.5% 46.1%

º 65 and over 16.0% 23.0% 52.5%

Age of Female Respondents

Under 35 41.8% 37.1% 60.5%

35 - 49 24.7% 45.4% 49.3%

50 - 64 30.4% 33.7% 58.0%

65 - 74 42.5% 52.2% 68.2%

75 and over 32.1% 26.8% 56.9%

º 65 and over 38.2% 41.7% 63.5%

Jewish Identification

Orthodox 55.0% 75.7% 76.5%

Conservative 36.9% 39.3% 67.9%

Reform 28.8% 35.1% 59.3%

Just Jewish 13.4% 25.4% 44.7%
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Table 8-8
 Attended Any Organized Adult Jewish Education Program or

Class, Engaged in Any Other Type of Jewish Study or Learning, or
Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish Cultural Event

in the Past Year

Base: Jewish Respondents

Population Subgroup

Attended Any
Organized Adult

Jewish Education
Program or Class

Engage in Any
Other Type of

Jewish Study or
Learning

Visit a Jewish
Museum or Attend
a Jewish Cultural

Event

All 26.8% 34.7% 57.4%

Type of Marriage

In-married 40.4% 43.6% 70.8%

Conversionary 43.6% 50.5% 67.4%

Intermarried 4.6% 18.8% 33.6%

Synagogue Membership

Member 45.8% 46.1% 73.3%

Non-Member 11.9% 25.7% 44.9%

Chabad Attendance in the Past Year

Attended 57.6% 59.0% 81.4%

Did Not Attend 19.4% 28.8% 51.6%

JCC Membership

Member 46.1% 44.2% 76.1%

Non-Member 22.2% 32.4% 53.0%

Participated in a JCC Program 

JCC Participant 47.5% 45.9% 79.2%

No 12.7% 27.6% 40.5%

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 52.7% 45.3% 78.3%

Non-Member 18.7% 31.4% 50.9%
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Table 8-8
 Attended Any Organized Adult Jewish Education Program or

Class, Engaged in Any Other Type of Jewish Study or Learning, or
Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish Cultural Event

in the Past Year

Base: Jewish Respondents

Population Subgroup

Attended Any
Organized Adult

Jewish Education
Program or Class

Engage in Any
Other Type of

Jewish Study or
Learning

Visit a Jewish
Museum or Attend
a Jewish Cultural

Event

All 26.8% 34.7% 57.4%

Respondent Attended Jewish Education as a Child

To Jewish Day School 38.0% 46.3% 64.3%

To Supplemental School 28.4% 33.0% 59.9%

ºTo Jewish Education 30.6% 35.7% 62.0%

No 21.4% 32.6% 51.7%

Respondent Attended or Worked at Jewish Overnight Camp as a Child

To Overnight Camp 43.8% 43.8% 62.5%

No 21.4% 30.9% 58.7%

Respondent Participated in Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager

In Youth Group 40.1% 43.4% 69.0%

No 17.1% 26.7% 50.7%

Respondent Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College
(Excluding High Holidays)

Hillel/Chabad Participant 47.8% 51.3% 75.8%

No 22.6% 29.7% 55.1%

Any Adult Visited Israel

On Jewish Trip 47.1% 42.6% 73.4%

On General Trip 26.6% 36.2% 68.0%

No 11.9% 27.8% 38.2%
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Table 8-8
 Attended Any Organized Adult Jewish Education Program or

Class, Engaged in Any Other Type of Jewish Study or Learning, or
Visited a Jewish Museum or Attended a Jewish Cultural Event

in the Past Year

Base: Jewish Respondents

Population Subgroup

Attended Any
Organized Adult

Jewish Education
Program or Class

Engage in Any
Other Type of

Jewish Study or
Learning

Visit a Jewish
Museum or Attend
a Jewish Cultural

Event

All 26.8% 34.7% 57.4%

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 48.7% 45.1% 76.4%

Asked, Did Not Donate 25.9% 27.1% 51.6%

Not Asked 10.4% 28.7% 44.0%

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 12.7% 28.5% 45.2%

Under $100 47.8% 44.6% 74.2%

$100 - $500 50.3% 51.0% 77.3%

$500 - $1,000 41.6% 33.4% 79.4%

$1,000 and over 51.3% 41.4% 76.9%
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Table 8-9
Attended an Adult Jewish Education Program or Class

in the Past Year
Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Respondents

Community Year % Community Year %

Detroit 2005 38%

St. Louis 2014 37%

Boston 2005 35%

New York 2011 33%

Bergen 2001 32%

Sarasota 2001 32%

Tidewater 2001 30%

Houston 1986 30%

Hartford 2000 29%

Broward 2016 28%

Middlesex 2008 28%

Minneapolis 2004 28%

Washington 2003 28%

Tucson 2002 28%

Rochester 1999 28%

Houston 2016 27%

San Francisco 2004 27%

St. Paul 2004 27%

Jacksonville 2002 26%

Lehigh Valley 2007 25%

Atlantic County 2004 25%

Miami 2014 24%

San Antonio 2007 23%

Rhode Island 2002 23%

New Haven 2010 22%

Westport 2000 22%

S Palm Beach 2005 19%

W Palm Beach 2005 19%

Portland (ME) 2007 17%

Las Vegas 2005 13%
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Results of the Jewish Institutions Survey–
Jewish Education of Children

T able 8-10 shows information about the Jewish education of Jewish children age 0-17
in Houston according to the Jewish Institutions Survey. These data are discussed in

the appropriate sections of this Chapter. The table shows the number of:
ì Jewish children age 0-5 who attend a Jewish preschool or child care program;
í Jewish children age 5-12 who attend formal Jewish education pre-b’nai mitzvah;
î Jewish children age 13-17 who attend formal Jewish education post-b’nai

mitzvah;
ï Jewish children age 3-17 who attended or worked at a Jewish day camp this past

summer (the summer of 2015); and
ð Jewish children age 13-17 who participate in a Jewish teenage youth group.
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 Table 8-10
Results of the Jewish Institutions Survey–

Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Institution

Preschool/
Child Care

Ø

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah
School

Ù

Post-
B’nai

Mitzvah
School

Ú

Jewish
Day

Camp

Û

Teen-
age

Youth
Group

Ü

Orthodox Synagogues - General

Bellaire Jewish Center 0 0 0 0 0

Congregation Beth Rambam (Sephardic) 0 0 0 0 45

Congregation Torah VaChesed
(Sephardic) 0 0 0 0 0

Meyerland Minyan 0 10 0 0 0

United Orthodox Synagogues 145 0 0 100 45

Young Israel of Houston 0 0 0 0 10

Total Orthodox Synagogues - General 145 10 0 100 100

Orthodox Synagogues - Chabad

Chabad House at the 
Texas Medical Center 0 0 0 0 0

Chabad Lubavitch 0 0 0 0 0

Chabad-Lubavitch of West Houston-
CHAI Learning Center 0 32 0 0 0

Chabad Pearland Jewish Center 0 0 0 0 0

Chabad of Sugar Land 0 0 0 0 0

Chabad of the Woodlands 0 0 0 0 0

Chabad of Uptown 0 0 0 0 0

The Shul of Bellaire 
(Hebrew School of the Arts) 0 66 3 0 0

Total Orthodox Synagogues - Chabad 0 98 3 0 0

Total Orthodox Synagogues 145 108 3 100 100
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 Table 8-10
Results of the Jewish Institutions Survey–

Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Institution

Preschool/
Child Care

Ø

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah
School

Ù

Post-
B’nai

Mitzvah
School

Ú

Jewish
Day

Camp

Û

Teen-
age

Youth
Group

Ü

Conservative Synagogues

Congregation Beth Yeshurun 0 152 51 250 0

Congregation Brith Shalom 0 118 32 0 0

Congregation Or Ami 0 24 13 0 20

Congregation Shaar Hashalom 7 39 16 0 25

Total Conservative Synagogues 7 333 112 250 45

Reform Synagogues 

Congregation Beth El 17 37 13 0 17

Congregation Beth Israel 0 230 74 92 25

Congregation Beth Shalom of
The Woodlands 19 84 38 18 15

Congregation Emanu El 102 301 122 41 32

Congregation Jewish Community North 0 35 21 0 6

Congregation Shma Koleinu 0 54 26 0 0

Houston Congregation for Reform Judaism 0 65 64 0 15

Temple Beth Tikvah 0 15 4 0 2

Temple Beth Torah 0 27 10 16 0

Temple Sinai 0 61 29 0 15

Total Reform Synagogues 138 909 401 167 127
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 Table 8-10
Results of the Jewish Institutions Survey–

Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Institution

Preschool/
Child Care

Ø

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah
School

Ù

Post-
B’nai

Mitzvah
School

Ú

Jewish
Day

Camp

Û

Teen-
age

Youth
Group

Ü

Other Synagogues

Keshet Houston (LGBT) 0 0 0 0 0

Kol Halev (Reconstructionist) 0 0 0 0 0

L’Chaim Center (Spiritual First Aid) 0 0 0 0 0

Shalom Cypress (Havurah) 0 13 0 0 0

Total Other Synagogues 0 13 0 0 0

Total Synagogues 290 1,363 516 517 272

Jewish Community Centers

Evelyn Rubenstein JCC of Houston 200 850

JCC West Houston 31 0

Total Jewish Community Centers 231 850

Jewish Day Schools

Robert M. Beren Academy 71 151 91

Beth Yeshurun Day School 150 161 0

The Emery/Weiner School 0 87 347

The Shlenker School of
Congregation Beth Israel 113 184 0

Torah Day School of Houston 42 82 16

Torah Girls Academy of Texas 0 0 11

Yeshiva Torat Emet 93 137 20

Total Jewish Day Schools 469 802 485
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 Table 8-10
Results of the Jewish Institutions Survey–

Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Institution

Preschool/
Child Care

Ø

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah
School

Ù

Post-
B’nai

Mitzvah
School

Ú

Jewish
Day

Camp

Û

Teen-
age

Youth
Group

Ü

Independent Youth Groups

BBYO 415

JSU 0

Bnei Akiva 0

Total Independent Youth Groups 415

Grand Total 990 2,165 1,001 1,367 687

Total Number of Jewish Children in 
Corresponding Age Group 2,100 2,700 2,200 6,000 2,200

Note: See page 8-29 for an explanation of Ø, Ù, Ú, etc.
Note: Including non-Jews, the JCC had 299 children in the preschool and 1,000 at the
day camp.

Non-Jews in Jewish Schools:
For the Day Schools: Beth Yeshurun also had 5 non-Jewish students; the Shlenker
School, 9; and the Emery Weiner School, 37 (9 pre-B’nai Mitzvah and 28 post-B’nai
Mitzvah). 

For the Preschools: Becker Early Childhood Center of Congregation Emanu El also had
123 non-Jewish students; Bertha Alyce Early Childhood Center-JCC Houston, 20; Beth
Yeshurun Day School, 21; Ellen Boniuk Early Childhood Center-JCC West Houston, 49;
The Shlenker School of Congregation Beth Israel, 16; and United Orthodox Synagogues
Goldberg Montessori, 3.
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 Preschool/Child Care Program
Attended by Jewish Children

T able 8-11 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 40% (850 children) of
Jewish children age 0-5 in Houston attend a Jewish preschool/child care program;

24%, a non-Jewish preschool/child care program; and 36% do not attend a preschool/child
care program. 

The Jewish Preschool/Child Care Market Share (market share) ì is defined as the
percentage of Jewish children age 0-5 in a preschool/child care program who attend a
Jewish preschool/child care program. Jewish preschool/child care programs have a 63%
market share of the preschool/child care market for Jewish children age 0-5.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-12 shows that the 40% who attend a Jewish
preschool/child care program is well above average among about 45 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 49% in Minneapolis, 44% in Pittsburgh, and 34% in
St. Louis. 

The 24% who attend a non-Jewish preschool/child care program is about average
among about 40 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 54% in St. Louis and
21% in Minneapolis. 

The 36% who do not attend a preschool/child care program is about average among
about 40 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 29% in Minneapolis and 13%
in St. Louis. The 36% compares to 72% in 1986.

The 63% market share is above average among about 40 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 70% in Minneapolis and 39% in St. Louis. 

Jewish Institutions Survey 

Table 8-10 shows that, according to the Synagogue Survey, 290 Jewish children age 0-5
attend a preschool/child care program at a synagogue, of whom 50% attend an Orthodox
synagogue, 2% attend at a Conservative synagogue, and 48% attend at a Reform
synagogue.

According to the JCC Survey, 231 Jewish children age 0-5 attend a preschool/child care
program at either the Evelyn Rubenstein JCC of Houston (200 children) or the JCC of
West Houston (31 children). 

According to the Jewish Day School Survey, 469 Jewish children age 0-5 attend a
preschool/child care program at a Jewish day school.

According to the Jewish Institutions Survey, in total, 990 Jewish children age 0-5 attend
a Jewish preschool/child care program, of whom 29% attend at a synagogue; 23%, at a
JCC; and 47%, at a Jewish day school.
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A total of 2,500 Jewish children age 0-5 live in Houston. About 400 are age 5 and in
kindergarten. Thus, 2,100 children are age 0-5 and not yet in kindergarten. Thus, according
to the Jewish Institutions Survey, 47% (990 / 2,100) of Jewish children age 0-5 attend a
Jewish preschool/child care program.

Thus, according to the telephone survey, 40% of Jewish children age 0-5 who are not yet
in kindergarten are in Jewish preschool. According to the Jewish Institutions Survey, 47%
are in Jewish preschool. The 47% is within the margin of error of the 40% according to the
Telephone Survey. Part of the difference could be that these calculations were done
without the “part Jewish” children while Jewish organizations who provided data on the
number of Jewish children probably included part Jewish children in their counts.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-11 shows that, overall, 40% of
Jewish children age 0-5 attend a Jewish preschool/child care program. The percentage is
much higher in:

! households in the Core Area (56%)
! Reform households (51%)
! JCC member households (65%) and Jewish organization member households

(51%)
! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (59%)

The percentage is much lower in:
! Conservative households (30%)
! synagogue non-member households (29%) and JCC non-member households

(27%)
! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past

year (6%)
! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (8%)

Jewish children age 5 who already attend kindergarten are excluded from these results
and are included in the results for Jewish children age 5-17 in the “Type of School
Attended by Jewish Children” section in this Chapter. 
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Table 8-11
Preschool/Child Care Program Attended by Jewish Children

Base: Children Age 0-5 1 Raised Jewish Only 

Attend a
Preschool/

Child
Care Program

Do Not
Attend a

Preschool/
Child Care
Program

Jewish
Preschool/
Child Care

Market Share
Population Subgroup Jewish ì

Non-
Jewish

All Children 40.4% 23.7 35.9 63.0%

Children Age 2-5 Only 47.7% 29.2 23.1 62.0%

Geographic Area

Core Area 55.8% 14.7 29.5 79.1%

Sex of Child

Male 36.1% 27.6 36.3 56.7%

Female 43.8% 20.7 35.5 67.9%

Household Income

Under $100,000 35.4% 24.8 39.8 58.8%

$100-$200,000 45.6% 24.2 30.2 65.3%

$200,000 and over 43.4% 20.2 36.4 68.2%

Jewish Identification

Conservative 30.0% 41.7 28.3 41.8%

Reform 51.3% 19.6 29.1 72.4%

Just Jewish 36.3% 11.7 52.0 75.6%

Type of Marriage

In-married 42.7% 16.1 41.2 72.6%

Synagogue Membership

Member 45.1% 23.9 31.0 65.4%

Non-Member 29.1% 23.3 47.6 55.5%
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Table 8-11
Preschool/Child Care Program Attended by Jewish Children

Base: Children Age 0-5 1 Raised Jewish Only 

Attend a
Preschool/

Child
Care Program

Do Not
Attend a

Preschool/
Child Care
Program

Jewish
Preschool/
Child Care

Market Share
Population Subgroup Jewish ì

Non-
Jewish

All Children 40.4% 23.7 35.9 63.0%

Attended Chabad in the Past Year

Attended 42.9% 30.7 26.4 58.3%

Did Not Attend 38.8% 19.3 41.9 66.8%

 JCC Membership

Member 64.6% 15.2 20.2 81.0%

Non-Member 26.9% 28.5 44.6 48.6%

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 51.3% 17.2 31.5 74.9%

Non-Member 35.8% 26.5 37.7 57.5%

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 59.2% 19.4 21.4 75.3%

Not Asked 5.8% 32.2 62.0 15.3%

Donated to Jewish Federation the Past Year

Nothing 8.0% 31.2 60.8 20.4%

1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who already attend kindergarten.
Note: See page 8-34 for an explanation of ì.
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Table  8-12
Preschool/Child Care Program Attended by Jewish Children

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 0-5 1

Attend a
Preschool/Child Care

Program
Do Not

Attend a
Preschool/
Child Care
Program

Jewish
Preschool/
Child Care

Market
Share

Community Year Jewish ì
Non-

Jewish

San Antonio 2007 64% 5 30 92%

Baltimore 2010 63% 7 30 90%

Miami 2014 54% 7 39 88%

Jacksonville 2002 50% 11 39 81%

Cleveland 2011 49% 11 39 81%

Tucson 2002 45% 10 45 81%

Charlotte 1997 53% 13 34 80%

New York 2011 44% 13 43 78%

Broward 2016 61% 18 21 77%

Monmouth 1997 42% 13 45 76%

Cincinnati 2008 45% 17 38 73%

Lehigh Valley 2007 51% 22 28 70%

Detroit 2005 49% 21 30 70%

Minneapolis 2004 49% 21 29 70%

Sarasota 2001 33% 14 53 70%

S Palm Beach 2005 44% 23 33 65%

Houston 2016 40% 24 36 63%

Middlesex 2008 38% 22 39 63%

Columbus 2013 42% 26 32 62%

Chicago 2010 37% 24 39 61%

Bergen 2001 34% 24 42 58%

Rochester 1999 33% 24 44 58%

Los Angeles 1997 35% 27 38 56%

Milwaukee 1996 31% 25 45 55%
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Table  8-12
Preschool/Child Care Program Attended by Jewish Children

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 0-5 1

Attend a
Preschool/Child Care

Program
Do Not

Attend a
Preschool/
Child Care
Program

Jewish
Preschool/
Child Care

Market
Share

Community Year Jewish ì
Non-

Jewish

Portland (ME) 2007 33% 29 39 53%

W Palm Beach 2005 34% 36 30 49%

Richmond 1994 25% 26 49 49%

Washington 2003 31% 40 29 44%

Harrisburg 1994 26% 33 42 44%

New Haven 2010 28% 40 32 41%

Westport 2000 26% 38 36 41%

Hartford 2000 21% 31 48 41%

Atlantic County 2004 23% 34 43 40%

St. Louis 2014 34% 54 13 39%

Atlanta 2006 29% 45 25 39%

Tidewater 2001 26% 40 34 39%

York 1999 22% 40 38 36%

St. Paul 2004 26% 47 27 35%

Rhode Island 2002 15% 31 54 33%

Las Vegas 2005 14% 40 46 26%

Seattle 2000 2% 36 62 5%

Pittsburgh 2002 44% 56 NA

Phoenix 2002 30% 70 NA

Houston 1986 28% 72 NA

1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who already attend kindergarten.
Note: See page 8-34 for an explanation of ì.
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Type of School Attended by Jewish Children

Jewish Children Age 5-17

T able 8-13 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 21% (1,000 children) of
Jewish children age 5-17 in Houston attend a Jewish day school; 18%, a non-Jewish

private school; and 61%, a public school. 

The Jewish Day School Market Share (market share) ì is defined as the percentage of
Jewish children in a private school who attend a Jewish day school. Jewish day schools
have a 53% market share of the private school market for Jewish children age 5-17. Market
shares are generally calculated from small sample sizes and the results should be treated
with caution.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-14 shows that the 21% who attend a Jewish day
school is above average among about 50 comparison Jewish communities and compares
to 25% in Pittsburgh, 20% in St. Louis, and 16% in Minneapolis. The 21% compares to
12% in 1986.

The 18% who attend a non-Jewish private school is the fifth highest of about 45
comparison Jewish communities and compares to 14% in Pittsburgh, 11% in St. Louis, and
9% in Minneapolis. The 18% compares to 9% in 1986.

The 61% who attend a public school is well below average among about 45 comparison
Jewish communities and compares to 75% in Minneapolis, 69% in St. Louis, and 61% in
Pittsburgh. The 61% compares to 80% in 1986.

The 53% Jewish day school market share is below average among about 45 comparison
Jewish communities and compares to 65% in Minneapolis and 64% in both Pittsburgh and
St. Louis. The 53% compares to 57% in 1986.

Jewish Institutions Survey 

Table 8-10 shows that, according to the Jewish Day School Survey, 1,287 Jewish children
age 5-17 attend a Jewish day school. A total of 4,900 Jewish children age 5-17 live in
Houston, including those age 5 who are in kindergarten. Thus, according to the Jewish Day
School Survey, 26% of Jewish children age 5-17 attend a Jewish day school.

The 26% according to the Jewish Day School Survey is within the margin of error of the
21% according to the Telephone Survey.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-13 shows that, according to the
Telephone Survey, overall, 21% of Jewish children age 5-17 attend a Jewish day school.
The percentage is much higher for Jewish children age 5-17 in:

! the Core Area (39%)
! inmarried households (35%)
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! households who attended Chabad in the past year (50%), JCC member
households (51%), and Jewish organization member households (33%)

! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as a child
(43%)

! households in which the respondent attended or worked at a Jewish overnight
camp as a child (43%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (32%)
! households who donated $100-$500 to the Jewish Federation in the past year

(45%)

The percentage is much lower for Jewish children age 5-17 in:
 ! households in the North (2%)

! conversionary in-married households (9%) and intermarried households (0%)
! synagogue non-member households (10%) and households who did not

participate in Chabad in the past year (8%) and JCC non-member households
(8%)

! households in which the respondent did not attend Jewish education as a child
(4%)

! households in which no adult attended or worked at a Jewish overnight camp as
a child (10%)

! households in which no adult visited Israel (3%)

Jewish Children Age 5-12

Table 8-13 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 24% (650 children) of Jewish
children age 5-12 attend a Jewish day school; 15%, a non-Jewish private school; and 61%,
a public school. Jewish day schools have a 62% market share of the private school market
for Jewish children age 5-12.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-15 shows that the 24% who attend a Jewish day
school is about average among about 40 comparison Jewish communities and compares
to 27% in Pittsburgh, 24% in Minneapolis, and 23% in St. Louis. 

The 15% who attend a non-Jewish private school is above average among about 45
comparison Jewish communities and compares to 13% in Pittsburgh, 11% in Minneapolis,
and 8% in St. Louis. 

The 61% who attend a public school is below average among about 40 comparison
Jewish communities and compares to 69% in St. Louis, 65% in Minneapolis, and 59% in
Pittsburgh. 

The 62% market share is above average among about 40 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 74% in St. Louis, 69% in Minneapolis, and 68% in
Pittsburgh. 
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Jewish Institutions Survey 

Table 8-10 shows that, according to the Jewish Day School Survey, 802 Jewish children
age 5-12 attend a Jewish day school. A total of 2,700 Jewish children age 5-12 live in
Houston, including children age 5 in kindergarten. Thus, according to the Jewish Day
School Survey, 30% (802 children) of Jewish children age 5-12 attend a Jewish day
school.

The 30% according to the Jewish Day School Survey is within the margin of error of the
24% according to the Telephone Survey.

Jewish Children Age 13-17

Table 8-13 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 17% (400 children) of Jewish
children age 13-17 attend a Jewish day school; 22%, a non-Jewish private school; and
61%, a public school. Jewish day schools have a 43% market share of the private school
market for Jewish children age 13-17.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-16 shows that the 17% who attend a Jewish day
school is above average among about 40 comparison Jewish communities and compares
to 22% in Pittsburgh, 16% in St. Louis, and 7% in Minneapolis. 

The 22% who attend a non-Jewish private school is well above average among about
40 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 16% in St. Louis, 15% in Pittsburgh,
and 6% in Minneapolis. 

The 61% who attend a public school is well below average among about 40 comparison
Jewish communities and compares to 86% in Minneapolis, 68% in St. Louis, and 63% in
Pittsburgh. 

The 43% market share is about average among about 40 comparison Jewish communities
and compares to 59% in Pittsburgh, 53% in Minneapolis, and 49% in St. Louis. 

Jewish Institutions Survey. Table 8-10 shows that a total of 2,200 Jewish children age
13-17 live in Houston. Thus, according to the Jewish Day School Survey, 22% (485
children) of Jewish children age 13-17 attend a Jewish day school.

The 22% according to the Jewish Day School Survey is within the margin of error of the
17% according to the Telephone Survey.
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Table 8-13
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School

Jewish
Day

School
Market
Share

Population Subgroup ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

All Children 20.5% 18.3 61.2 52.8%

Geographic Area

Core Area 38.8% 11.2 50.0 77.6%

North 1.8% 8.5 89.7 17.5%

Age of Child

5 - 12 23.8% 14.8 61.4 61.7%

13 - 17 16.6% 22.4 61.0 42.6%

Sex of Child

Male 19.4% 17.9 62.7 52.0%

Female 22.2% 18.7 59.1 54.3%

Household Income

Under $100,000 23.5% 0.0 76.5 100.0%

$100 - $200,000 20.5% 18.7 60.8 52.3%

$200,000 and over 23.9% 16.0 60.1 59.9%

Jewish Identification

Conservative 18.7% 8.0 73.3 70.0%

Reform 17.8% 17.7 64.5 50.1%

Just Jewish 21.9% 35.2 42.9 38.4%
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Table 8-13
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School

Jewish
Day

School
Market
Share

Population Subgroup ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

All Children 20.5% 18.3 61.2 52.8%

Type of Marriage

In-married 34.5% 9.3 56.2 78.8%

Conversionary 8.9% 18.2 72.9 32.8%

Intermarried 0.0% 51.4 48.6 0.0%

Synagogue Membership

Member 26.0% 12.5 61.5 67.5%

Non-Member 10.0% 29.4 60.6 25.4%

Attended Chabad in the Past Year

Attended 49.6% 4.7 45.7 91.3%

Did Not Attend 7.6% 24.3 68.1 23.8%

JCC Membership

Member 51.2% 16.8 32.0 75.3%

Non-Member 7.6% 18.9 73.5 28.7%

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 32.6% 12.4 55.0 72.4%

Non-Member 16.4% 20.3 63.3 44.7%

Respondent Attended Jewish Education as a Child

To Jewish Day School 43.0% 10.8 46.2 79.9%

To Supplemental School 20.1% 11.3 68.6 64.0%

ºTo Jewish Education 26.5% 11.1 62.4 70.5%

No 3.6% 42.0 54.4 7.9%
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Table 8-13
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School

Jewish
Day

School
Market
Share

Population Subgroup ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

All Children 20.5% 18.3 61.2 52.8%

Respondent Attended or Worked at Jewish Overnight Camp as a Child

To Overnight Camp 43.1% 5.4 51.5 88.9%

No 10.3% 21.3 68.4 32.6%

Respondent Participated in Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager

Youth Group Participant 22.8% 11.1 66.1 67.3%

No 25.7% 21.8 52.5 54.1%

Respondent Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College
(Excluding High Holidays)

Hillel/Chabad Participant 27.8% 9.5 62.7 74.5%

No 21.5% 17.5 61.0 55.1%

Any Adult Visited Israel

On Jewish Trip 29.7% 19.0 51.3 61.0%

On General Trip 22.9% 12.1 65.0 65.4%

No 3.4% 22.6 74.0 13.1%
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Table 8-13
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School

Jewish
Day

School
Market
Share

Population Subgroup ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

All Children 20.5% 18.3 61.2 52.8%

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 31.9% 6.3 61.8 83.5%

Asked, Did Not Donate 17.0% 61.0 22.0 21.8%

Not Asked 5.0% 18.4 76.6 21.4%

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 8.6% 31.2 60.2 21.6%

Under $100 20.5% 0.0 79.5 100.0%

$100 - $500 45.4% 3.0 51.6 93.8%

$500 and over 28.2% 26.1 45.7 51.9%

1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten.
Note: See page 8-40 for an explanation of ì.
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Table  8-14
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

New York * 2011 63% 7 30 90%

Baltimore * 2010 51% 14 34 78%

Miami * 2014 46% 11 43 81%

Middlesex * 2008 41% 1 58 98%

Bergen * 2001 39% 4 57 91%

Cleveland * 2011 26% 8 65 77%

Monmouth * 1997 25% 3 72 90%

Chicago * 2010 25% 6 69 79%

Pittsburgh * 2002 25% 14 61 64%

Jacksonville 2002 23% 14 62 62%

Rhode Island 2002 23% 21 56 53%

Harrisburg 1994 21% 4 75 83%

Los Angeles * 1997 21% 15 64 58%

Houston * 2016 21% 18 61 53%

St. Louis 2014 20% 11 69 64%

St. Paul 2004 20% 12 68 62%

Milwaukee * 1996 19% 4 76 82%

S Palm Beach * 2005 19% 16 66 54%

Columbus 2013 18% 9 73 69%

New Haven * 2010 18% 15 67 55%

Broward * 2016 17% 14 69 55%

Minneapolis 2004 16% 9 75 65%

Tucson 2002 16% 10 75 62%
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Table  8-14
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

St. Petersburg 1994 16% 13 71 55%

Richmond * 1994 16% 14 70 53%

Boston * 2005 16% 84 NA

Essex-Morris * 1998 15% 9 76 63%

San Antonio 2007 15% 10 75 60%

San Diego * 2003 15% 11 74 59%

Tidewater 2001 15% 28 57 35%

Washington * 2003 14% 15 71 49%

Cincinnati * 2008 13% 9 78 59%

Denver * 2007 13% 11 76 56%

Lehigh Valley 2007 12% 12 76 52%

Atlanta * 2006 12% 11 77 50%

Houston * 1986 12% 9 80 57%

Charlotte 1997 11% 18 71 39%

Seattle * 2000 10% 14 76 42%

Hartford * 2000 9% 4 87 71%

Rochester 1999 9% 4 87 70%

Howard County ** 2010 9% 4 87 68%

Las Vegas 2005 9% 7 84 58%

Wilmington * 1995 9% 24 67 28%

Phoenix * 2002 8% 9 83 47%

Atlantic County 2004 8% 10 82 46%

W Palm Beach * 2005 7% 11 82 39%
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Table  8-14
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-17

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

Westport ** 2000 2% 6 93 22%

Sarasota 2001 2% 13 85 14%

Portland (ME) 2007 2% 20 78 9%

U.S. 2 2010 11% 89 NA

* Community had a Jewish high school at the time of the survey. Milwaukee, Richmond,
and Cincinnati had only very small Orthodox Jewish high schools. West Palm Beach was
served by Jewish high schools located in neighboring communities.
** The Jewish day (elementary) school is located in a neighboring community.
1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten.
2 Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest
of Education Statistics, 2011, p. 45.
Note: See page 8-40 for an explanation of ì.
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Table 8-15
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-12

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-12 1

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

New York 2011 68% 6 26 92%

Baltimore 2010 58% 12 30 82%

Miami 2014 52% 8 40 87%

Middlesex 2008 48% 1 51 98%

Bergen 2001 41% 3 56 93%

Jacksonville 2002 41% 8 52 84%

Cleveland 2011 29% 5 66 85%

Chicago 2010 29% 6 65 83%

Monmouth 1997 27% 2 72 94%

Harrisburg 1994 27% 5 68 84%

Columbus 2013 27% 12 61 69%

Pittsburgh 2002 27% 13 59 68%

St. Paul 2004 26% 10 64 72%

Milwaukee 1996 25% 4 71 85%

Rhode Island 2002 25% 19 56 57%

Minneapolis 2004 24% 11 65 69%

Houston 2016 24% 15 61 62%

New Haven 2010 24% 15 61 62%

St. Louis 2014 23% 8 69 74%

S Palm Beach 2005 22% 15 63 59%

Tidewater 2001 22% 25 53 47%

Broward 2016 21% 9 70 71%

San Antonio 2007 21% 8 71 72%
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Table 8-15
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 5-12

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-12 1

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

Lehigh Valley 2007 21% 10 69 68%

Richmond 1994 21% 11 68 65%

St. Petersburg 1994 21% 15 64 59%

Tucson 2002 20% 11 69 65%

San Diego 2003 19% 9 72 67%

Atlanta 2006 17% 8 75 67%

Cincinnati 2008 17% 10 73 64%

Denver 2007 15% 13 72 55%

Washington 2003 15% 15 70 50%

Charlotte 1997 14% 24 62 37%

Wilmington 1995 14% 25 61 36%

Rochester 1999 13% 3 84 81%

Las Vegas 2005 12% 8 80 61%

W Palm Beach 2005 12% 13 76 47%

Hartford 2000 11% 4 86 75%

Atlantic County 2004 10% 13 77 44%

Phoenix 2002 9% 12 79 42%

Howard County * 2010 4% 9 87 32%

Westport * 2000 2% 5 93 31%

Portland (ME) 2007 2% 16 81 12%

* The Jewish day (elementary) school is located in a neighboring community.
1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten.
Note: See page 8-40 for an explanation of ì.
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Table 8-16
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 13-17

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 13-17

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

New York * 2011 57% 8 35 88%

Baltimore * 2010 45% 17 39 73%

Miami * 2014 37% 15 49 71%

Bergen * 2001 36% 5 59 89%

Middlesex * 2008 31% 1 69 98%

Cleveland * 2011 26% 11 63 70%

Monmouth * 1997 23% 5 72 82%

Pittsburgh * 2002 22% 15 63 59%

Rhode Island 2002 20% 23 57 46%

Chicago * 2010 18% 8 75 70%

Houston * 2016 17% 22 61 43%

St. Louis 2014 16% 16 68 49%

Howard County * 2010 14% 0 87 100%

S Palm Beach * 2005 14% 16 70 45%

St. Paul 2004 13% 13 73 50%

Washington * 2003 13% 15 71 47%

New Haven * 2010 12% 15 73 45%

Broward * 2016 11% 23 66 31%

San Diego * 2003 11% 12 77 47%

Milwaukee * 1996 10% 4 85 70%

Denver * 2007 10% 7 82 59%

Tucson 2002 10% 8 82 57%

Harrisburg 1994 9% 3 88 75%
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Table 8-16
Type of School Attended by Jewish Children Age 13-17

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children Age 13-17

Private School
Jewish Day

School
Market Share

Community Year ì

Jewish
Day

School
Non-

Jewish
Public
School

Cincinnati * 2008 8% 9 83 48%

Richmond * 1994 8% 19 73 29%

Tidewater 2001 8% 29 63 22%

Hartford * 2000 7% 4 89 61%

Minneapolis 2004 7% 6 86 53%

Atlantic County 2004 7% 8 86 47%

Charlotte 1997 7% 8 86 46%

Atlanta * 2006 7% 14 79 32%

Phoenix * 2002 6% 5 88 55%

St. Petersburg 1994 6% 10 85 38%

Columbus 2013 6% 5 89 NA

Las Vegas 2005 5% 5 91 51%

San Antonio 2007 5% 13 82 30%

Jacksonville 2002 3% 22 75 12%

Lehigh Valley 2007 2% 13 85 10%

Rochester 1999 1% 6 92 18%

W Palm Beach * 2005 1% 7 92 16%

Portland (ME) 2007 1% 26 73 4%

Westport 2000 0% 8 92 0%

Wilmington * 1995 0% 23 77 0%

* Community had a Jewish high school or was served by a Jewish high school located
in a neighboring community.
Note: See page 8-40 for an explanation of ì.
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Seriously Investigate Sending
Jewish Children to a Jewish Day School

R espondents in households in Houston with Jewish children age 0-17 (none of whom
currently attend a Jewish day school, have attended in the past, or will definitely

attend in the future) were asked if they did or will seriously investigate sending their Jewish
children to a Jewish day school.

In this section, respondents are asked about prospective behavior. In examining these
results, it should be noted that some respondents have difficulty projecting their behavior
and that unforeseen events may alter projected behavior. However, in the aggregate, the
results are indicative of the community’s propensity to send Jewish children to a Jewish
day school.

Table 8-17 shows that 20% of households with Jewish children age 0-17 currently have
a Jewish child who attends a Jewish day school; 7% sent a Jewish child to a Jewish day
school in the past; 4% (households with Jewish children age 0-5) will definitely send a
Jewish child to a Jewish day school in the future; 20% (households with Jewish school age
children) seriously investigated sending a Jewish child to a Jewish day school in the past;
14% (households with Jewish children age 0-5) will seriously investigate sending a Jewish
child to a Jewish day school in the future; 27% (households with Jewish school age
children) did not seriously investigate sending a Jewish child to a Jewish day school in the
past; and 9% (households with Jewish children age 0-5) will not seriously investigate
sending a Jewish child to a Jewish day school in the future. The 36% of households with
Jewish children age 0-17 who did not or will not seriously investigate sending a Jewish
child to a Jewish day school are not in the Jewish day school market. 
 
Community Comparisons. Table 8-19 shows that the 36% not in the Jewish day school
market is the third lowest of about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to
59% in Minneapolis. 

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-18 shows that, overall, 36% of
households with Jewish children age 0-17 are not in the Jewish day school market. The
percentage is much higher in:

! Just Jewish households (49%)
! synagogue non-member households (57%) and households who did not attend

Chabad in the past year (46%)
! households in which no adult visited Israel (68%)
! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past

year (51%)
! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (46%)

The percentage is much lower in:
! households in the Core Area (25%)
! households earning an annual income of $200,000 and over (24%)
! synagogue member households (25%), households who attended Chabad in the
past year (18), and JCC member households (19%) 
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 ! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as a child
(8%)

! households in which the respondent attended or worked at a Jewish overnight
camp as a child (23%)

! households in which the respondent did not participate in a Jewish youth group
as a teenager (25%)

! households in which the respondent did not participate in Hillel/Chabad while in
college (excluding High Holidays) (24%)

! households in which an adult visited Israel on a Jewish trip (20%)
! households who donated $100-$500 (19%) and $500 and over (19%) to the

Jewish Federation in the past year

Table 8-17
Seriously Investigate Sending Jewish Children

to a Jewish Day School

Base: Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17

Jewish Day School Decision %

Currently Have Children in a Jewish Day School 19.9%

Sent Children to a Jewish Day School in the Past 6.7

Will Definitely Send Children to a Jewish Day School
in the Future 3.5

Did Seriously Investigate Sending Children to a Jewish Day School
in the Past 19.9

Will Seriously Investigate Sending Children to a Jewish Day School
in the Future 14.1

ì Did Not Seriously Investigate Sending Children to a Jewish Day
School in the Past 27.3

í Will Not Seriously Investigate Sending Children to a Jewish Day
School in the Future 8.6

Total 100.0%

Not in the Jewish Day School Market (ì + í) 35.9%
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Table 8-18
Did Not/Will Not Seriously Investigate Sending Jewish Children

to a Jewish Day School

Base: Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17

Population Subgroup Not in the Jewish Day School Market

All 35.9%

 Geographic Area

Core Area 25.0%

Household Income

Under $100,000 40.0%

$100-$200,000 43.6%

$200,000 and over 24.3%

Jewish Identification

Conservative 26.9%

Reform 37.5%

Just Jewish 48.9%

Type of Marriage

In-married 30.0%

Conversionary 29.0%

Intermarried 31.5%

Synagogue Membership

Member 24.5%

Non-Member 56.9%

Attended Chabad in the Past Year

Attended 18.2%

Did Not Attend 45.5%

JCC Membership

Member 19.3%

Non-Member 44.5%

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 26.7%

Non-Member 39.4%
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Table 8-18
Did Not/Will Not Seriously Investigate Sending Jewish Children

to a Jewish Day School

Base: Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17

Population Subgroup Not in the Jewish Day School Market

All 35.9%

Respondent Attended Jewish Education as a Child

To Jewish Day School 8.4%

To Supplemental School 40.0%

ºTo Jewish Education 29.7%

Respondent Attended or Worked at Jewish Overnight Camp as a Child

To Overnight Camp 22.9%

No 38.9%

Respondent Participated in Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager

In Youth Group 33.7%

No 24.6%

Respondent Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College
(Excluding High Holidays)

Hillel/Chabad Participant 42.0%

No 23.9%

Any Adult Visited Israel

On Jewish Trip 19.6%

On General Trip 32.3%

No 67.6%

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 27.2%

Not Asked 51.2%

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 46.2%

Under $100 44.8%

$100 - $500 18.8%

$500 and over 18.9%
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Table 8-19
Did Not/Will Not Seriously Investigate

Sending Jewish Children to a Jewish Day School
Community Comparisons

Base: Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17

Community Year % Community Year %

Westport 1 2000 84%

Rochester 1999 75%

Portland (ME) 2007 74%

Wilmington 1995 72%

Hartford 2000 69%

Richmond * 1994 69%

St. Petersburg * 1994 69%

New Haven 2010 67%

Orlando * 1993 66%

Washington 2003 65%

Milwaukee 1996 65%

Atlantic County 2004 64%

Sarasota 2001 64%

Harrisburg * 1994 62%

Tucson 2002 60%

Minneapolis 2004 59%

St. Paul 2004 58%

Tidewater 2001 57%

Monmouth 1997 56%

San Antonio 2007 54%

W Palm Beach 2005 53%

Charlotte 1997 53%

Broward 2016 52%

Rhode Island 2002 52%

Detroit 2005 51%

Middlesex 2008 50%

Lehigh Valley 2007 45%

Bergen 2001 45%

S Palm Beach 2005 44%

Jacksonville 2002 42%

Houston 2016 36%

Las Vegas 2005 33%

Miami 2014 24%

* Question asked was seriously
consider rather than seriously invest-
igate.
1 The Jewish day school is located in a
neighboring community. 
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Major Reasons for Not Sending
Jewish Children to a Jewish Day School

R espondents in households in Houston with Jewish children age 0-17 (none of whom
currently attend a Jewish day school, have attended in the past, or will definitely

attend in the future) were asked the major reasons they did not, will not, or might not send
their Jewish children to a Jewish day school. Possible responses were not read to the
respondent. Rather, the question was open-ended whereby the respondent had to
compose his/her own response. Note that respondents could provide more than one major
reason.

Table 8-20 shows that the major reasons for not sending Jewish children age 0-17 to a
Jewish day school most commonly reported are tuition cost (35%), distance from home
(18%), no Jewish day school in area when decision was made (10%), school is too
religious for family/family is not religious (6%), belief in public schools/ethnically mixed
environment (6%), curriculum issues (3%), quality of other private or public schools (3%),
have a special needs child (3%), quality of education at Jewish day schools (2%), and
class/grade size is too small (1%).

Community Comparisons. Table 8-21 shows that the 35% who reported tuition cost is
well above average among about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to
28% in Minneapolis.

Table 8-24 shows that the 6% who reported belief in public schools/ethnically mixed
environment is the lowest of about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to
41% in Minneapolis.

Table 8-22 shows that the 18% who reported distance from home is above average
among about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 12% in Minneapolis.

Table 8-23 shows that the 6% who reported school is too religious for family/family is
not religious is the third lowest among about 30 comparison Jewish communities and
compares to 9% in Minneapolis.

Table 8-27 shows that the 2% who reported quality of education at Jewish day schools
is the fourth lowest of about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 8% in
Minneapolis.

Table 8-25 shows that the 3% who reported quality of other private or public schools
is about average among about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 7%
in Minneapolis.

Table 8-26 shows that the 3% who reported have a special needs child is about average
among about 30 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 2% in Minneapolis.

Table 8-28 shows that the 0% who reported intermarriage is the lowest of about 30
comparison Jewish communities and compares to 7% in Minneapolis.
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Table 8-20
Major Reasons for Not Sending Jewish Children

to a Jewish Day School

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children

to a Jewish Day School

Reason Percentage

Tuition Cost 34.6%

Distance from Home 17.7

No Jewish Day School in Area When Decision Was Made 10.4

School Is Too Religious for Family/Family Is Not Religious 6.1

Belief in Public Schools/Ethnically Mixed Environment 6.0

Curriculum Issues 3.1

Quality of Other Private or Public Schools 2.7

Have a Special Needs Child 2.6

Quality of Education at Jewish Day Schools 2.1

Class/Grade Size Is too Small 1.2

Intermarriage 0.0

Early Care, After School Care Options 0.0

Extracurricular Activities 0.0

Other 13.4

Total 100.0%

Note: Respondents could provide more than one major reason and not all reasons are
shown. 
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Table 8-21
Tuition Cost

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

W Palm Beach 2005 57%

Miami 2014 45%

S Palm Beach 2005 44%

Broward 2016 43%

Las Vegas 2005 43%

Middlesex 2008 42%

Monmouth 1997 38%

St. Paul 2004 37%

Sarasota 2001 36%

Houston 2016 35%

Atlantic County 2004 34%

Detroit 2005 33%

San Antonio 2007 31%

Jacksonville 2002 30%

Minneapolis 2004 28%

New Haven 2010 25%

Washington 2003 23%

Lehigh Valley 2007 22%

Tucson 2002 22%

Hartford 2000 22%

Bergen 2001 20%

Milwaukee 1996 20%

Tidewater 2001 19%

Rochester 1999 15%

Portland (ME) 2007 14%

Rhode Island 2002 14%

Charlotte 1997 11%

Wilmington 1995 10%

Westport 2000 8%

Harrisburg 1994 5%
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Table 8-22
Distance from Home

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

Portland (ME) 2007 32%

Jacksonville 2002 30%

St. Paul 2004 22%

Tidewater 2001 22%

W Palm Beach 2005 20%

Rhode Island 2002 20%

Houston 2016 18%

New Haven 2010 17%

Lehigh Valley 2007 15%

Washington 2003 14%

Hartford 2000 14%

Wilmington 1995 14%

Minneapolis 2004 12%

Las Vegas 2005 11%

Atlantic County 2004 11%

Miami 2014 10%

San Antonio 2007 10%

Westport 2000 10%

Broward 2016 8%

Harrisburg 1994 7%

S Palm Beach 2005 6%

Tucson 2002 6%

Monmouth 1997 6%

Milwaukee 1996 6%

Rochester 1999 5%

Charlotte 1997 5%

Middlesex 2008 4%

Detroit 2005 4%

Sarasota 2001 3%

Bergen 2001 2%
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Table 8-23
School Is Too Religious for Family/Family Is Not Religious

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

Middlesex 2008 22%

Tucson 2002 20%

Rhode Island 2002 19%

Bergen 2001 19%

S Palm Beach 2005 17%

Charlotte 1997 17%

Harrisburg 1994 17%

New Haven 2010 15%

Hartford 2000 14%

San Antonio 2007 13%

Monmouth 1997 13%

Detroit 2005 12%

St. Paul 2004 12%

Wilmington 1995 12%

Westport 2000 11%

W Palm Beach 2005 10%

Rochester 1999 10%

Lehigh Valley 2007 9%

Portland (ME) 2007 9%

Minneapolis 2004 9%

Miami 2014 8%

Sarasota 2001 8%

Tidewater 2001 8%

Washington 2003 7%

Jacksonville 2002 7%

Houston 2016 6%

Atlantic County 2004 6%

Milwaukee 1996 5%

Broward 2016 4%

Las Vegas 2005 2%
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Table 8-24
Belief in Public Schools/Ethnically Mixed Environment

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

Bergen 2001 44%

Milwaukee 1996 43%

S Palm Beach 2005 41%

Minneapolis 2004 41%

Washington 2003 41%

Westport 2000 41%

Atlantic County 2004 38%

Hartford 2000 38%

Middlesex 2008 36%

Tucson 2002 34%

Detroit 2005 31%

St. Paul 2004 31%

W Palm Beach 2005 29%

Lehigh Valley 2007 27%

Portland (ME) 2007 25%

Harrisburg 1994 25%

New Haven 2010 24%

Rhode Island 2002 24%

Rochester 1999 24%

San Antonio 2007 23%

Wilmington 1995 22%

Charlotte 1997 21%

Tidewater 2001 20%

Jacksonville 2002 18%

Sarasota 2001 17%

Monmouth 1997 16%

Broward 2016 13%

Miami 2014 11%

Las Vegas 2005 10%

Houston 2016 6%
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Table 8-25
Quality of Other Private or Public Schools

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

San Antonio 2007 19%

Atlantic County 2004 17%

Westport 2000 17%

Lehigh Valley 2007 16%

St. Paul 2004 15%

Rochester 1999 15%

Portland (ME) 2007 14%

W Palm Beach 2005 14%

Broward 2016 13%

Detroit 2005 12%

Hartford 2000 12%

Tucson 2002 11%

New Haven 2010 10%

Middlesex 2008 10%

Rhode Island 2002 10%

Bergen 2001 9%

Washington 2003 8%

S Palm Beach 2005 7%

Minneapolis 2004 7%

Jacksonville 2002 7%

Tidewater 2001 7%

Charlotte 1997 7%

Miami 2014 6%

Monmouth 1997 5%

Las Vegas 2005 4%

Houston 2016 3%

Sarasota 2001 3%

Milwaukee 1996 2%

Wilmington 1995 1%

Harrisburg 1994 0%
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Table 8-26
Have a Special Needs Child

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

Middlesex 2008 6%

Jacksonville 2002 5%

San Antonio 2007 4%

Houston 2016 3%

Lehigh Valley 2007 3%

Portland (ME) 2007 3%

Las Vegas 2005 3%

New Haven 2010 2%

Detroit 2005 2%

W Palm Beach 2005 2%

Atlantic County 2004 2%

Minneapolis 2004 2%

St. Paul 2004 2%

Washington 2003 2%

Tucson 2002 2%

Rochester 1999 2%

Charlotte 1997 2%

Monmouth 1997 2%

Broward 2016 1%

Miami 2014 1%

S Palm Beach 2005 1%

Rhode Island 2002 1%

Hartford 2000 1%

Wilmington 1995 1%

Bergen 2001 0%

Sarasota 2001 0%

Tidewater 2001 0%

Westport 2000 0%

Milwaukee 1996 0%

Harrisburg 1994 0%
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Table 8-27
Quality of Education at Jewish Day Schools

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

Wilmington 1995 14%

Milwaukee 1996 11%

Portland (ME) 2007 9%

S Palm Beach 2005 8%

Minneapolis 2004 8%

Hartford 2000 8%

Rochester 1999 8%

Harrisburg 1994 8%

Miami 2014 7%

Detroit 2005 7%

Washington 2003 7%

Jacksonville 2002 7%

Monmouth 1997 7%

San Antonio 2007 6%

Westport 2000 6%

Charlotte 1997 6%

Middlesex 2008 5%

St. Paul 2004 5%

Rhode Island 2002 5%

Bergen 2001 5%

Tidewater 2001 5%

New Haven 2010 4%

Lehigh Valley 2007 4%

Sarasota 2001 3%

Broward 2016 2%

Houston 2016 2%

Las Vegas 2005 2%

W Palm Beach 2005 1%

Tucson 2002 1%

Atlantic County 2004 0%
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Table 8-28
Intermarriage

as a Major Reason for Not Sending Jewish Children
to a Jewish Day School

Community Comparisons

Base: Respondents in Households with Jewish Children Age 0-17
Who Did Not, Will Not, or Might Not Send Jewish Children to Jewish Day School

Community Year % Community Year %

Charlotte 1997 14%

Sarasota 2001 13%

St. Paul 2004 9%

Tucson 2002 9%

Minneapolis 2004 7%

Tidewater 2001 7%

Wilmington 1995 7%

Rochester 1999 5%

Atlantic County 2004 4%

Bergen 2001 4%

Monmouth 1997 4%

Middlesex 2008 3%

Lehigh Valley 2007 3%

S Palm Beach 2005 3%

W Palm Beach 2005 3%

Jacksonville 2002 3%

Hartford 2000 3%

Westport 2000 3%

Washington 2003 2%

Rhode Island 2002 2%

New Haven 2010 1%

Detroit 2005 1%

Las Vegas 2005 1%

Broward 2016 0%

Houston 2016 0%

Miami 2014 0%

Portland (ME) 2007 0%

San Antonio 2007 0%

Milwaukee 1996 0%

Harrisburg 1994 0%
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Current Formal Jewish Education
of Jewish Children

Jewish Children Age 5-17

T able 8-29 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 58% (2,800 children) of
Jewish children age 5-17 in Houston currently attend formal Jewish education,

including 37% at a supplemental school and 21% at a Jewish day school. Table 8-30
shows that the 58% who currently attend compares to 69% in 1986.

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-29 shows that, overall, 58% of
Jewish children age 5-17 currently attend formal Jewish education. The percentage is
much higher for Jewish children age 5-17 in:

! households in the Core Area (81%)
! the age 5-12 group (72%)
! households earning an annual income of $200,000 and over (81%)
! Conservative households (86%)
! in-married households (73%) and conversionary in-married households (71%)
! synagogue member households (80%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (90%), and JCC member households (87%)
! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as a child

(82%) and households in which the respondent attended any type of Jewish
education as a child (70%)

! households in which the respondent attended or worked at a Jewish overnight
camp as a child (86%)

! households in which the respondent did not attend a Jewish youth group as a
teenager (69%)

! households in which the respondent participated in Hillel/Chabad while in college
(excluding High Holidays) (69%)

! households in which an adult visited Israel on a Jewish trip (68%)
! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (71%)
! households who donated $100-$500 (79%) and $500 and over (70%) to the

Jewish Federation in the past year

The percentage is much lower for Jewish children age 5-17 in:
! households in the North (39%)
! the age 13-17 group (40%) 
! households earning an annual income of $100,000-$200,000 (48%)
! Just Jewish households (47%)
! intermarried households (18%)
! synagogue non-member households (14%), 

households who did not attend Chabad in the past year (43%), and JCC non-member
households (45%)

! households in which the respondent did not attend Jewish education as a child
(34%)

! households in which no adult visited Israel (40%)
! households who were asked but did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the

past year (30%) and households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish
Federation in the past year (48%)
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! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (43%)

Jewish Children Age 5-12 (Pre-B’nai Mitzvah)

Table 8-29 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 72% (1,900 children) of Jewish
children age 5-12 currently attend formal Jewish education, including 48% at a
supplemental school and 24% at a Jewish day school.

Jewish Institutions Survey. Table 8-10 shows that, according to the Synagogue Survey,
1,363 Jewish children age 5-12 attend a supplemental school, of whom 8% attend at an
Orthodox synagogue; 24%, at a Conservative synagogue; 67%, at a Reform synagogue;
and 1%, at other synagogues.

According to the Jewish Day School Survey, 802 Jewish children age 5-12 attend a Jewish
day school.

According to the Jewish Institutions Survey, in total, 2,165 Jewish children age 5-12
currently attend formal Jewish education, of whom 63% attend a supplemental school and
37%, a Jewish day school.

A total of 2,700 Jewish children age 5-12 live in Houston, including those age 5 who are
in kindergarten. Thus, according to the Jewish Institutions Survey, 80% of Jewish children
age 5-12 currently attend formal Jewish education, including 50% who attend a
supplemental school and 30%, a Jewish day school. 20% (540 children) of Jewish children
age 5-12 do not currently attend formal Jewish education.

The 80% who currently attend formal Jewish education according to the Jewish Institutions
Survey is within the margin of error of the 72% according to the Telephone Survey.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-30 shows that the 80% who currently attend formal
Jewish education according to the Jewish Institutions Survey is the sixth highest of about
35 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 71% in Minneapolis. 

The 72% who currently attend formal Jewish education according to the Telephone
Survey is about average among about 20 comparison Jewish communities and compares
to 95% in Pittsburgh and 57% in St. Louis.

Jewish Children Age 13-17 (Post-B’nai Mitzvah)

Table 8-29 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, 40% (900 children) of Jewish
children age 13-17 currently attend formal Jewish education, including 24% at a
supplemental school and 17% at a Jewish day school.

Jewish Institutions Survey. 

Table 8-10 shows that, according to the Synagogue Survey, 516 Jewish children age
13-17 attend a supplemental school at a synagogue, of whom 1% attend at an Orthodox
synagogue; 22%, at a Conservative synagogue; 78%, at a Reform synagogue, and 0%,
at other synagogues.
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According to the Jewish Day School Survey, 485 Jewish children age 13-17 attend a
Jewish day school.

According to the Jewish Institutions Survey, in total, 1,001 Jewish children age 13-17
currently attend formal Jewish education, of whom 52% attend a supplemental school, and
48%, a Jewish day school. 

A total of 2,200 Jewish children age 13-17 live in Houston. Thus, according to the Jewish
Institutions Survey, 46% of Jewish children age 13-17 currently attend formal Jewish
education, including 23% who attend a supplemental school; and 22%, a Jewish day
school. 54% (1,199 children) of Jewish children age 13-17 do not currently attend formal
Jewish education.

The 46% who currently attend formal Jewish education according to the Jewish Institutions
Survey is within the margin of error of the 40% according to the Telephone Survey.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-30 shows that the 46% who currently attend formal
Jewish education according to the Jewish Institutions Survey is third highest among
about 35 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 34% in Minneapolis. 

The 40% who currently attend formal Jewish education according to the Telephone
Survey is below average among about 20 comparison Jewish communities and compares
to 67% in Pittsburgh and 57% in St. Louis.

Retention Rate

Table 8-30 shows the retention rate ì, which is defined as the percentage of Jewish
students age 5-12 who continue their formal Jewish education after their b’nai mitzvah.
This is calculated by dividing the percentage of Jewish children age 13-17 who currently
attend formal Jewish education by the percentage of Jewish children age 5-12 who
currently attend formal Jewish education.

Table 8-30 shows that, according to the Telephone Survey, the retention rate in Houston
is 56% (40% divided by 72%).

Jewish Institutions Survey. Table 8-30 shows that, according to the Jewish Institutions
Survey, the retention rate is 58% (46% divided by 80%).

The 58% according to the Jewish Institutions Survey is within the margin of error of the
61% according to the Telephone Survey.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-30 shows that the 58% retention rate according to the
Jewish Institutions Survey is the fifth highest among about 35 comparison Jewish
communities and compares to 48% in Minneapolis. 

The 56% retention rate according to the Telephone Survey is well below average among
about 20 comparison Jewish communities and compares to 71% in Pittsburgh.
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Table 8-29
Current Formal Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Currently Attend
Formal Jewish Education Do Not

Currently
Attend Formal

Jewish
Population Subgroup Total Education

Supple-
mental
School

Jewish
Day

School

All Children 57.7% 37.2% 20.5 42.3

Geographic Area

Core Area 81.4% 42.6% 38.8 18.6

North 39.3% 37.5% 1.8 60.7

Age of Child

5 - 12 72.1% 48.3% 23.8 27.9

13 - 17 40.4% 23.8% 16.6 59.6

Sex of Child

Male 63.5% 44.2% 19.3 36.5

Female 49.7% 27.5% 22.2 50.3

Household Income

Under $100,000 49.0% 25.5% 23.5 51.0

$100,000 - $200,000 48.0% 27.5% 20.5 52.0

$200,000 and over 80.6% 56.7% 23.9 19.4

Jewish Identification

Conservative 86.2% 67.6% 18.6 13.8

Reform 50.2% 32.3% 17.9 49.8

Just Jewish 47.4% 25.5% 21.9 52.6

Type of Marriage

In-married 72.9% 38.4% 34.5 27.1

Conversionary 71.0% 62.1% 8.9 29.0

Intermarried 17.7% 17.7% 0.0 82.3
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Table 8-29
Current Formal Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Currently Attend
Formal Jewish Education Do Not

Currently
Attend Formal

Jewish
Population Subgroup Total Education

Supple-
mental
School

Jewish
Day

School

All Children 57.7% 37.2% 20.5 42.3

Synagogue Membership

Member 80.2% 54.2% 26.0 19.8

Non-Member 14.2% 4.2% 10.0 85.8

Attended Chabad in the Past Year

Member 89.9% 40.3% 49.6 10.1

Non-Member 43.3% 35.7% 7.6 56.7

JCC Membership

Member 87.0% 35.7% 51.3 13.0

Non-Member 45.3% 37.7% 7.6 54.7

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 66.5% 33.9% 32.6 33.5

Non-Member 54.6% 38.2% 16.4 45.4

Respondent Attended Jewish Education as a Child

To Jewish Day School 82.2% 39.2% 43.0 17.8

To Supplemental School 65.0% 44.9% 20.1 35.0

º To Jewish Education 69.8% 43.3% 26.5 30.2

No 34.3% 30.6% 3.7 65.7

Respondent Attended or Worked at Jewish Overnight Camp as a Child

To Overnight Camp 85.7% 42.6% 43.1 14.3

No 51.6% 41.4% 10.2 48.4
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Table 8-29
Current Formal Jewish Education of Jewish Children

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Currently Attend
Formal Jewish Education Do Not

Currently
Attend Formal

Jewish
Population Subgroup Total Education

Supple-
mental
School

Jewish
Day

School

All Children 57.7% 37.2% 20.5 42.3

Respondent Participated in Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager

Youth Group Participant 63.9% 41.1% 22.8 36.1

No 69.0% 43.3% 25.7 31.0

Respondent Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College
(Excluding High Holidays)

Hillel/Chabad Participant 68.9% 41.1% 27.8 31.1

No 64.3% 42.8% 21.5 35.7

Any Adult Visited Israel

On Jewish Trip 67.5% 37.7% 29.8 32.5

On General Trip 59.7% 36.8% 22.9 40.3

No 39.7% 36.3% 3.4 60.3

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 71.2% 39.3% 31.9 28.8

Asked, Did Not Donate 29.9% 12.9% 17.0 70.1

Not Asked 47.5% 42.5% 5.0 52.5

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 42.8% 34.2% 8.6 57.2

Under $100 64.0% 43.5% 20.5 36.0

$100 - $500 79.3% 33.8% 45.5 20.7

$500 and over 69.9% 41.8% 28.1 30.1

1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten.
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Table 8-30
Jewish Children Who Currently Attend Formal Jewish Education

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children

Community Year

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah

Age 5-12 1

Post-B’nai
Mitzvah

Age 13-17

Retention
Rate
ì

Based upon the Jewish Institutions Survey

Westport 2000 96% 51% 53%

Rhode Island 2002 91% 46% 51%

Milwaukee 1996 83% 28% 34%

Charlotte 1997 82% 55% 67%

Sarasota 2001 82% 12% 15%

Houston � 2016 80% 46% 58%

Lehigh Valley � 2007 80% 27% 34%

Monmouth 1997 79% 36% 46%

Tidewater 2001 74% 19% 26%

Bergen 2001 73% 34% 46%

Hartford 2000 73% 33% 45%

Martin-St. Lucie 1999 73% 0% 2 0%

Minneapolis 2004 71% 34% 48%

York 1999 67% 30% 45%

St. Paul 2004 66% 39% 59%

Harrisburg 1994 66% 31% 47%

Jacksonville 2002 66% 28% 42%

Rochester 1999 62% 29% 47%

New Haven � 2010 61% 24% 39%

Wilmington 1995 59% 34% 58%

Richmond 1994 58% 15% 26%

San Antonio � 2007 57% 43% 75%

Washington 2003 56% 31% 56%

Atlantic County 2004 56% 24% 43%
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Table 8-30
Jewish Children Who Currently Attend Formal Jewish Education

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children

Community Year

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah

Age 5-12 1

Post-B’nai
Mitzvah

Age 13-17

Retention
Rate
ì

S Palm Beach 2005 56% 22% 40%

Miami � 2014 54% 23% 43%

Middlesex � 2008 53% 33% 61%

Tucson 2002 53% 21% 40%

Orlando 1993 50% 11% 22%

W Palm Beach 2005 46% 16% 36%

Las Vegas � 2005 45% 11% 25%

Portland (ME) � 2007 43% 18% 43%

St. Petersburg 1994 40% 23% 57%

Based upon the Telephone Survey

Pittsburgh 2002 95% 67% 71%

Columbus 2013 92% 56% 61%

New York 2011 90% 73% 81%

Cincinnati 2008 90% 65% 72%

Baltimore 2010 86% 57% 66%

Cleveland 2011 81% 69% 85%

Middlesex � 2008 81% 51% 63%

Howard County 2010 77% 52% 67%

San Antonio � 2007 77% 39% 50%

Chicago 2010 73% 48% 66%

Houston � 2016 72% 40% 56%

Lehigh Valley � 2007 72% 27% 38%

Miami � 2014 71% 43% 61%

Portland (ME) � 2007 71% 43% 61%

San Diego 2003 69% 47% 68%
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Table 8-30
Jewish Children Who Currently Attend Formal Jewish Education

Community Comparisons

Base: Jewish Children

Community Year

Pre-B’nai
Mitzvah

Age 5-12 1

Post-B’nai
Mitzvah

Age 13-17

Retention
Rate
ì

Denver 2007 67% 55% 82%

New Haven � 2010 67% 46% 69%

Broward � 2016 57% 27% 47%

St. Louis 3 2014 57% 57% 100%

Los Angeles 1997 47% 27% 57%

Las Vegas � 2005 37% 18% 48%

Houston 1986 69% NA

Seattle 2000 55% NA

San Francisco 2004 38% NA

� Both the Jewish Institutions Survey and the Telephone Survey results are shown.
1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten.
2 No formal Jewish education programs existed for Jewish children age 13-17 at the time
of the survey.
3 Excludes 38% being tutored regularly at home.
Note: In these communities, a Jewish Institutions Survey gathered information from local
Jewish educational institutions concerning current attendance in formal Jewish
education. Some communities reported data based upon the Jewish Institutions Survey;
others reported data based upon the Telephone Survey (querying current attendance
of each Jewish child in formal Jewish education).
Note: See page 8-71 for an explanation of ì.
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Jewish Children Who Have Ever Attended
Formal Jewish Education

T able 8-31 shows that 76% of Jewish children age 5-17 in Houston have received
some formal Jewish education (either currently attend or have attended in the past),

including 41% at a supplemental school and 35% at a Jewish day school. Note that Jewish
children who attended both a Jewish day school and a supplemental school are included
in the Jewish day school results. 

73% of Jewish children age 13-17 have received some formal Jewish education, including
40% at a supplemental school and 33% at a Jewish day school. The interest in this age
group is that, since very few Jewish children are enrolled in formal Jewish education for the
first time at age 13 or older, it suggests that 27% of Jewish children in Houston will not
receive any formal Jewish education.

Community Comparisons. Table 8-32 shows that the 76% of Jewish children age 5-17
who have received some formal Jewish education is below average among about 50
comparison Jewish communities and compares to 95% in Pittsburgh and 74% in both
St. Louis and Minneapolis. The 76% compares to 84% in 1986.

Table 8-33 shows that the 73% of Jewish children age 13-17 who have received some
formal Jewish education is the fifth lowest of about 45 comparison Jewish communities and
compares to 91% in both St. Louis and Pittsburgh and 76% in Minneapolis.

Received Some Formal Jewish Education

Comparisons Among Population Subgroups. Table 8-31 shows that, overall, 76% of
Jewish children age 5-17 have received some formal Jewish education. The percentage
is much higher for Jewish children age 5-17 in:

! households in the Core Area (96%)
! households earning an annual income of $200,000 and over (97%)
! Conservative households (95%)
! conversionary in-married households (93%)
! synagogue member households (98%), households who attended Chabad in the

past year (96%), JCC member households (98%) and 
Jewish organization member households (89%)

! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as a child
(87%)

! households in which the respondent attended or worked at a Jewish overnight
camp as a child (92%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (87%)
! households who donated $100-$500 (100%) and $500 and over (95%) to the

Jewish Federation in the past year

 The percentage is much lower for Jewish children age 5-17 in:
! households in the North (65%)
! households earning an annual income of under $100,000 (55%)
! Just Jewish households (60%)
! intermarried households (46%)
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! synagogue non-member households (33%) and JCC non-member households
(66%)

! households in which the respondent did not attend Jewish education as a child
(58%)

! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past
year (64%)

! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (63%)

Ever Attended a Jewish Day School

Table 8-31 shows that, overall, 35% of Jewish children age 5-17 have ever attended a
Jewish day school. The percentage is much higher for Jewish children age 5-17 in:

! households in the Core Area (59%)
! households earning an annual income of $200,000 and over (50%)
! in-married households (52%)
!

synagogue member households (46%), households who attended Chabad in the past year
(56%), JCC member households (68%), and Jewish organization member households
(46%)

! households in which the respondent attended a Jewish day school as a child
(52%)

! households in which the respondent attended or worked at a Jewish overnight
camp as a child (50%)

! households who donated to the Jewish Federation in the past year (46%)
! households who donated $100-$500 and over to the Jewish Federation in the

past year (69%)

The percentage is much lower for Jewish children age 5-17 in:
! households in the North (3%)
! conversionary in-married households (18%) and intermarried households (14%)
! synagogue non-member households (12%), households who did not attend

Chabad in the past year (25%), JCC non-member households (21%)
! households in which the respondent did not attend Jewish education as a child

(24%)
! households in which no adult visited Israel (18%)
! households who were not asked to donate to the Jewish Federation in the past

year (18%)
! households who did not donate to the Jewish Federation in the past year (21%)

Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten are excluded from these
results.
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Table 8-31
Jewish Children Who Have Ever Attended 

Formal Jewish Education

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Received Some
Formal Jewish Education Never

Received
Formal
Jewish

Population Subgroup Total Education

Supple-
mental
School

Jewish
Day

School

All Children 75.6% 41.1% 34.5 24.4

Geographic Area

Core Area 96.3% 37.4% 58.9 3.7

North 64.9% 62.1% 2.8 35.1

Age of Child

5 - 12 77.7% 42.0% 35.7 22.3

13 - 17 73.1% 40.0% 33.1 26.9

Sex of Child

Male 76.8% 42.4% 34.4 23.2

Female 74.0% 39.3% 34.7 26.0

Household Income

Under $100,000 54.9% 29.2% 25.7 45.1

$100,000 - $200,000 71.1% 44.4% 26.7 28.9

$200,000 and over 97.0% 47.2% 49.8 3.0

Jewish Identification

Conservative 94.8% 61.0% 33.8 5.2

Reform 72.1% 42.1% 30.0 27.9

Just Jewish 59.8% 27.3% 32.5 40.2

Type of Marriage

In-married 83.8% 31.6% 52.2 16.2

Conversionary 92.5% 74.4% 18.1 7.5

Intermarried 46.4% 32.7% 13.7 53.6
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Table 8-31
Jewish Children Who Have Ever Attended 

Formal Jewish Education

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Received Some
Formal Jewish Education Never

Received
Formal
Jewish

Population Subgroup Total Education

Supple-
mental
School

Jewish
Day

School

All Children 75.6% 41.1% 34.5 24.4

Synagogue Membership

Member 97.5% 51.3% 46.2 2.5

Non-Member 33.4% 21.4% 12.0 66.6

Chabad Attendance in the Past year

Attended 95.9% 40.2% 55.7 4.1

Did Not Attend 66.6% 41.5% 25.1 33.4

JCC Membership

Member 97.6% 30.0% 67.6 2.4

Non-Member 66.4% 45.8% 20.6 33.6

Jewish Organization Membership

Member 89.1% 43.1% 46.0 10.9

Non-Member 71.0% 40.4% 30.6 29.0

Respondent Attended Jewish Education as a Child

To Jewish Day School 86.9% 34.9% 52.0 13.1

To Supplemental School 80.4% 41.8% 38.6 19.6

ºTo Jewish Education 82.2% 39.9% 42.3 17.8

No 58.0% 34.3% 23.7 42.0

Respondent Attended or Worked at Jewish Overnight Camp as a Child

To Overnight Camp 91.9% 41.5% 50.4 8.1

No 70.6% 37.7% 32.9 29.4
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Table 8-31
Jewish Children Who Have Ever Attended 

Formal Jewish Education

Base: Jewish Children Age 5-17 1

Received Some
Formal Jewish Education Never

Received
Formal
Jewish

Population Subgroup Total Education

Supple-
mental
School

Jewish
Day

School

All Children 75.6% 41.1% 34.5 24.4

Respondent Participated in Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager

Youth Group Participant 77.8% 39.5% 38.3 22.2

No 82.4% 38.8% 43.6 17.6

Respondent Participated in Hillel/Chabad While in College
(Excluding High Holidays)

Hillel/Chabad Participant 79.0% 40.3% 38.7 21.0

No 79.8% 38.6% 41.2 20.2

Any Adult Visited Israel

On Jewish Trip 79.4% 36.8% 42.6 20.6

On General Trip 77.7% 38.9% 38.8 22.3

No 67.6% 50.1% 17.5 32.4

Jewish Federation Market Segments in the Past Year

Donated to Federation 87.1% 41.0% 46.1 12.9

Asked, Did Not Donate 60.8% 32.4% 28.4 39.2

Not Asked 63.6% 45.9% 17.7 36.4

Donated to Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Nothing 63.0% 41.7% 21.3 37.0

Under $100 70.7% 45.0% 25.7 29.3

$100 - $500 100.0% 31.2% 68.8 0.0

$500 and over 95.1% 52.6% 42.5 4.9

1 Excludes Jewish children age 5 who do not yet attend kindergarten.














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































